
Ozaukee County Historical Society 

2020 Cedarburg Train Station Project 

Background: September 21, 1982 the Ozaukee County Historical Society Board voted to 
acquire the Cedarburg Train Station. In the early morning hours of January 18, 1983, the 
Cedarburg Train Station was moved to Ozaukee County Pioneer Village and received a 
considerable amount of restoration due to its time-worn condition.  

The Ozaukee County Historical Society continues to maintain, patch and repair the train 
station. However, time, weather and sun have created the need to replace damaged boards, 
completely scrape off the old layers of paint, and repaint all surfaces on the exterior of the 
building. This is no small task and is estimated by professional painters to take one to one 
and a half months to complete. In addition, the overhead lights on the depot platform will 
need to be replaced. 

 
Project Objectives:  
 

o Maintain the historic nature of the property by use of historic Milwaukee Road colors. 
o Replace concrete stairs and railings to main entrance. 
o Replace platform overhead lighting, consistent to the period of restoration.. 

 
Painting Contractors that have visited the property November 2019- May 2020 and 
have provided suggestions: 
 

• Chris Gundrum Painting – Adell $18,000 (power wash & two coats of paint) 
• Just Right Painting- Kewaskum - $42,000 (complete paint removal, prime, glaze 

windows, two coats of paint) 
• Hart Painting – Allenton - $42,000 (complete paint removal, prime, glaze windows, two 

coats of paint) 
• Dublin Painting – Germantown- $11,000  (power wash & two coats of paint) 
• Doug Peterson Painting  - Grafton $28,500 (partial paint removal where necessary, 

prime, glaze windows, two finish coats) 
 
Project Scope: Power wash entire surface. Removed chipped, peeling, checked paint. Grind 
and sand wood surfaces. Prime all raw wood. Glaze 19 windows. Apply two finished coats on all 
surfaces. Repair and replace all rotted, broken wood. Repair doors and trim as needed. Replace 
all platform overhead lights. 
 
Possible Additional Areas within Scope: Construct ramp, concrete approach and platform 
for handicap access, replace interior depot lights, refinish depot interior floor and repaint 
interior walls (volunteers) 
 
Timing of Work:  August - September 2020 
 
 
Funding Received $41,900 to date: 
 

Reid Van Sluys  $        100.00  
Nancy Drewek  $          50.00  
MaryLynn Armbruster  $          50.00  
Robert & Maureen Sievers Charitable Gift Fund $      5,000.00  
Robert & Donna Kolanko $            50.00  

 



Carlyle & Marjorie Fay $          150.00  
Ozaukee Gifts to the Future $     10,000.00  
Port Washington/Saukville Rotary $           500.00  
PWSB $        2,500.00  
Greater Cedarburg Foundation $        7,500.00  
Cedarburg Landmarks Preservation $      15,000.00  
Milwaukee Road $        1,000.00  

 
 $     41,900.00  

Grants Pending: 
 National Railroad Historical Society FU on 6/2 

 

   
Proposed color scheme: Brown and Tan. We are working very closely with Reid Van Sluys, 
an avid railfan. He has researched all the colors that have been used by the Milwaukee Road. In 
1907, when our train station was first built, the typical color was Maroon and Orange. See 
below: 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In the 1920-1940’s, the  predominate color scheme was brown and tan. This was the peak of the 
passenger rail traffic. See below:  

 
 
 
 
 
After WWII, the typical color was two-toned grey as we have today.  
 
Allen’s talented daughter, Marcie, made simulated picture of what our depot would look like 
with the brown and tan colors. This can vary based on where the brown or tan goes and if there 
are white accents.

 
 
 
 



 
 
Proposed Painting Company: Doug Peterson Painting – Grafton 
 
See below quote, comments and references: 
 

 
“Hi Mary! 
 
Thanks for sending this.  Its an amazing building with interesting character.  And thank for 
the opportunity to bid the work on it.  I am excited to see this building finished- even if you 
decide not to use my company.  
TrainTHISext is for a 35%-40% removal (that is, remove to bare wood the areas not 
previously restored- all the alligatored, loose, and caked on looking areas.  This effectively 



restores those areas completely- and using oil primer as above.  Then we treat the existing 
non-failing coating with a resurfacer that glues it down.  Then we go over with 2 coats of 
paint and this saves time and money and will give you the same results as the complete 
strip down.  This also saves on material costs and labor hours.   
 
My bids include all projected material and labor costs.   I have a formula for salary, tax, and 
insurance costs becomes estimated $40/hr.  The billing will reflect the actual costs.  The 
estimates have timeframes listed in the details section, one is 25 days the other is 42 days.  
The cost of materials is based on how much material I need and in the case of the complete 
removal we are uncertain exactly how much of or which product will work best.  This 
estimate includes the use of the more expensive remover chemicals and products.  My goal 
is to give you a ceiling number with my estimates and not have any cost overruns.   
 
Doug Peterson Painting, LLC has been in business since 1999.  My apprenticeship started in 
1994, became a journeyman painter in 1997 and worked many commercial and 
industrial projects.  My current employees have been working with me for over 15 years.  I 
have a new employee with 10 years experience.  I have 4 in my crew currently.   
 
Although there is no guarantee the paint color will not fade slightly (especially on the south 
side), I am confident with the processes outlined in my proposals you can expect no coating 
failure for over 10 years.  Some unforeseen circumstances like water damage may cause 
coating failure.  Most of it depends on weather.  Coating longevity is also a required 
maintenance situation.  The building should be washed every couple years (or when 
needed) with a mild detergent and bleach solution and low pressure water to remove 
mildew growth.  The paint will be able to be touched up when you do maintenance.  A 
couple hours work will extend the life of the paint job.  You will not need to do a 
comprehensive restoration or repaint except on the decking.  Decking is a maintenance 
situation every 2-3 years.  You will likely need to refinish any decking/stair treads, etc every 
3-4 year depending on wear.    
 
I will be available to inspect and repair/touch up and do maintenance paint work on the 
building.  I am willing to work with you on costs and timing for maintenance if you are 
interested. 
   
Here are a couple recent customers you could contact about my business: 
Skip and Marcia Endicott 
Beanies Restaurant  
Port Washington, WI 
262-470-9190 
 
Judy and Dick Matasek 
Cedar siding home 
Cedarburg, WI 
262-377-3743 
 



Rob Ireland 
Large lake home 
Port Washington, WI 
414-324-7495 
 
Dan Schley 
100+year old home  
Milwaukee, WI 
414-453-8333” 
 
Two references that were called:  
 
Rob Ireland has had Doug Peterson do work on his home for 20 years. They live on a bluff 
overlooking Lake Michigan. The house is wood and takes a beating with wind and rain over 
time. Doug has dealt with the issues of wood rot and paint in tough shape. Doug does things the 
right way; he’s very straight up on the cost and extent of work. He has a very experience crew 
that does a quality job and it lasts 10+ years. 
 
Dan Schley: He is a real estate broker in Milwaukee. Doug does a fantastic job. He has rehabbed 
two Milwaukee bungalows in the Washington Heights area, one 1914 and one 1915. He also 
worked on his home, a 1914 bungalow in the same area. Doug is very dependable, does a quality 
job, he’s worked with him over 12yrs and is happy to recommend him. 
 
Doug has also painted both of the Harley Davidson mansions, one on Highland and one in the 
Washington Heights. Both jobs were challenging but turned out amazing. 
 


