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        NEWSLETTER  OF THE OZAUKEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

        Quarterly Meeting:  Monday, February 2 at 7:00 PM     

The Monday, February 2, 2009 Quarterly Meeting of the 
Ozaukee County Historical Society will feature a presenta-
tion about the Stars and Stripes Honor Flight from South-
eastern Wisconsin. The Honor Flight is an effort to take 
World War II veterans to Washington DC to visit the World 
War II Memorial. The November 19, 2008 flight included 
about eighty veterans, many of them from Ozaukee County. 
The group also visited the Iwo Jima Memorial and the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Ceme-
tery. 
 
The photo presentation will be given by OCHS Vice Presi-
dent, Allen Buchholz, who volunteered as a guardian on the 
November flight. Buchholz will talk about the history and 
construction of the WWII Memorial, the history of the 
Honor Flight, and will show photos from the Wisconsin 
flight. He will also briefly discuss Veteran Memorials here 
in Ozaukee County. 
 
The meeting will be held February 2, 2009 at the Cedarburg 
Cultural Center. The regular Quarterly meeting of the Soci-
ety will be at 7:00 PM with Buchholz’s presentation to fol-
low at approximately 7:30. The program is free and open to 
the public. Refreshments will be served. Door prizes will be 
given. 
 
Bring a friend and  see this great tribute to those who have 
sacrificed so much.  

Quarterly Meeting to            
Feature WWII   Memorial 
and Veteran’s Honor Flight 
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  Letter from the President: 
 
A Happy New Year  to you.   
 
As we move forward into 2009 let’s do it as a team 
with dedication to the goal of preserving the history 
of Ozaukee County and making this history readily 
available to the public. 
 
In 2010 the Society will celebrate its 50th year as an 
organization.  Much has been accomplished but 
much more must now be considered. 
 
As I see it, there are three items of concern: 
  1. the need to reorganize the Society having an Ex-
ecutive Director with an assistant to do the daily 
functions of the Society; the Board would establish 
society policy and oversee the Executive Director 
 2. a wealth of artifacts are being turned over to the 
Archive dating to the early and mid 1900’s; space is 
needed to store and display these historic items 
 3. steps must be taken to modernize some functions 
at the Village: a new welcome center with gift shop 
and updated restrooms would make people more 
comfortable at the Village and would open the Vil-
lage to bus tours that now avoid visiting 
 
The leadership of the Society is open to all sugges-
tions as to how these and other concerns may be car-
ried out.  Step forward and let us know your con-
cerns and make suggestions for moving our society 
forward. 
 
2009 looks like another busy year.  We’ll continue 
with the Open Weekend in June and the other events 
in July, August, and September.  School tours are 
already being booked for the spring session, Quar-
terly meeting programs are being planned, the Ar-
chive team is looking forward to another open time, 
and committee memberships will be revisited to fill 
vacancies and change leadership where needed.  
And our wonderful volunteers will be contacted to 
help to keep the Society running smoothly. 
 
Thank you for your support in 2008.  Looking for-
ward to seeing you in 2009. 
 
           Mary Sayner: 
              President 
 

      OCHS BOARD MEMBERS 
                   & STAFF 
___________________________ 

 
          Mary Sayner:  President 

 Curt Gruenwald 1st Vice-president, Interurban  
Depot Project  

Alan Buchholz: 2nd Vice-president, Antique Tractor 
Show 

Dr. Nina Jo Look: Secretary, Archive Assistant 
Tom Hogan: Treasurer 

Ruth Renz: Archivist, Historian 
Don Engelbert: Membership Chair 

Lucy Kolb: Event Specialist 
Judy Jepson: Quarterly Meeting Program Chair 

Marty Gadichowski: Village Manager 
Carole Fairweather: Tour Coordinator 

Max Kolb: Revolutionary War Event Chair 
Dr. Bob Jacobs: Blue Grass at the Village 

Jean Steinke: Publicity Chair 
Henry A Klapproth, Sr.: Director 

Norine Helmlinger: Director 
__________________________________ 

 
Volunteer Coordinator: Robin Paradis-Kent 

TimeLines Editor: Karen Morris 
CPA-Financial Accountant: William Kirchen 

Village Caretakers: Al & Karen Remmel 
Stony Hill School Caretaker: Patrick Jentges 

_____________________________________ 
 

  Guides and Instructional Staff 
_____________________________ 

 
Matt Bell 

Abbie Cantrall  
Jerry Carmen  

Carole Fairweather 
Don Kapp 

Betty Kaiser 
Gregory Krenn 
Ruth Mc Vey 
Julie Shaw 

  Answers to quiz: 1) d  2) b 3)a 4)a 5)d 6)b   
                            From Page 6 
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   MY LIFE AND TIMES WITH THE TMER&L  
 
 
The Interurban Line, that came through my dad's 
farm in North Port Washington, was an integral part 
of my young life. It was a daily presence as the cars 
zoomed back and forth.  
As a young farm kid, it was my job to herd the cows 
back and forth from home to the pasture across the 
Interurban Line. I would take the cows down the 
long lane until I came to the gate at the Interurban 
crossing. This gate was a monster. It was huge and 
made of heavy metal. It was hung up on a hook and 
was so heavy that it was all I could do to get it 
down. Then I had to drag it around to the side.  
In the meantime, a long line of cows were waiting to 
cross. I'd look down the track to see if anything was 
coming. Then I'd run back to get the cows across 
before a car would appear from nowhere.  
You had to be careful when driving a team of horses 
across, or when driving the old Model T, because 
you couldn't see down the track until you were up 
close.  
My dad almost lost a team of horses when he had a 
hard time stopping. I almost lost more than that, 
when I skipped across in the Model T just ahead of a 
charging Interurban car.  
We were able to connect to the Interurban electric 
line for farm use. It was direct current instead of the 
usual alternating currant.  
When we were riding home on a high load of hay, 
we had to duck under the two wires that carried the 
current. Sometimes, for kicks, we would arc the 
wires with a pitchfork as we passed through. There 
would be a big flash. If we held it too long, we'd 
have molten metal running down the tines of the 
pitchfork.  
At times, we were careless about turning off lights. 
But, it didn't matter because there wasn't a meter for 
the electricity. My dad was just charged a flat fee of 
four dollars per month.  
When I was older, I got to ride the Interurban. It was 
a fun ride, especially when you sat up in the very 
front. Then it was a roller coaster ride as we car-
omed down the track.  
The Interurban is long gone. Boy, I'll always re-
member those days.  
Nicholas F. Jacque Jr. age 91  
 
written March 15, 2008 

     
               BOOK REVIEW 
 
Our Society recently received a copy of 
"The Civil War Diary of Captain John W. 
Johann" from Dr. Jon Stock his great, great 
grandson. I have asked one of our volun-
teers to review the book and this is what he 
wrote.  
A Day In The Life - A Civil War Diary by 
Captain John W. Johann  
If you are interested in seeing what the day 
to day life of a Civil War soldier was like, 
this book would be of interest to you. It is a 
daily diary written by Captain John Johann 
covering his service from April of 1864 to 
March of 1865. It describes daily life from 
mundane accounting responsibilities as an 
Officer in the Army to very exciting refer-
ences to his units encounters with the Rebs. 
  
John Johann was born in Rhein Bavaria and 
immigrated with his parents to the Town of 
Belgium in Ozaukee County, where they 
worked a rather large farm. Of local note, 
after the war he returned to Wisconsin and 
married Elise Hilgen of Cedarburg. The 
Hilgen name was well known at the time as 
his father-in-law, Fred Hilgen, owned both 
the Cedarburg Woolen Mill and Hilgen 
Manufacturing Company of Cedarburg. 
John worked for both companies until he 
and Elise moved to DePere, Wisconsin in 
1884.  
The book is interesting not only because it 
translates the written diary into typed print, 
but also because it provides copies of the 
actual written diary which allows the reader 
to sit with Johann as he records the events of 
the day. I found myself reading both the 
typed and written account to see if I could 
fill in some of the blanks the author couldn't 
decipher. This book is a quick read and pro-
vides a different point of reference to this 
most significant historical event in Ameri-
can history.  
 
reviewed by Dave Bock 
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NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVES.....  
 
Research requests come from all over. They come by mail, e-mail and by phone. We are aware that many peo-
ple are tapping into our web-site. Some tell us exactly what they want from which ledger and what page! There 
are those that come with a list of things they want to look for in the old newspapers. While they have dates of a 
death they now want to see the obituary. We have a nice staff of volunteers besides Nina and Jan and Don and 
Mary who come regularly. Others that help as they are able are Dave Bock who is putting our obits on a disc, 
Helen Drexler who is doing a great job of filing all our clippings, Donna Eigel who is un-tangling a card file. 
Sometimes we don't get things put back in the right order, and then there is Tom Sorchy who is wading through 
a mountain of old papers given to us to put some order to them so we can record them.  
Recently Kate Erickson came in to get us started on entering things in our computer program. She showed us 
how to photograph and enter items. We are working on the things that come in presently and hope to work 
backward as time permits.  
One request came from a man in Franklin, WI who wanted an obituary for Mr. William J. Niederkorn. He had 
been to Port Washington Library, named after him, and to other sources there to find very little about him. He 
contacted us, and we searched for an obituary. There was none. What we did find were numerous writings 
about this man and his many accomplishments. He died in Bal Harbour, Florida in early June of 1976 at the age 
of 88. In 1937 he founded Simplicity Co. producer of two wheel walking tractors, and numerous lawn and gar-
den products. He sold the company to Allis Chalmers in 1965 for nearly $19 million dollars. What an interest-
ing research project that turned into.  
Another interesting request was for Mr. Orman Coe. He died March 11, 1876. At the time of his death he was 
the oldest living pioneer of the north four towns of the county. He came to Port Washington in June of 1844. He 
was born April 28, 1799. When he was 62 years old he tried to enlist, but was not accepted. His father and 
grandfather had served and he wanted to do likewise.  
These sort of things as well as many of the items donated to our Society teach us so much more than we can tell 
you. I sometimes feel that my brain is on overload.  
Recent Acquisitions.....  
Donna Kafehl Sorter - A wooden trunk filled with many family heirlooms, including the Bible, Wartburg 
Hymnal given to Monroe Kafehl in 1924, his baptismal record, numerous photos of his baseball & basketball 
teams, wedding photos and his fishing license, The Herziger genealogy, and family history, Mr. Lau's hammer, 
medicine boxes, bamboo rug beater and numerous smaller items.  
Dr. Kenneth Oberheu - The 2008 Golden Bulldog booklet and the booklet on Mr. Marvin Heitz,  
Sally & Susan Mueller - 4 boxes of newspapers, photos and clippings and Fireman books belonging to Bill 
Ritter.  
Prof. Royal Natzke - 4 DVD's of presentations given in Wisconsin by Rudolf Von Thadden from Trieglaff, 
Pomerania and a written paper of the presentation he gave at Freistadt in Sept. of 2008.  
Russel & Deborah Caine - An antique dining room sideboard over 100 years old.  
Dr.Jon Stock - The Civil War Diary of Capt. John W. Johann, Commander of Co.F, 35th Regiment, Wis. Vol-
unteers in the Civil War.  
Frederick Schaefer -Antique wheelbarrow with steel box and wheel.  
Cindy & Dave Bock - Mequon/Thiensville Schools items, scrapbooks, school directories, photos, newspaper.  
Mark Justeson - Numerous cartons of News Graphic photographs from 1994-2003, two smaller boxes filled 
with photos.  
Pretty Family - Scrapbook begun in 1936, cigar box of clippings, 1923-24 phone book, Cedarburg. Plans Its 
Future, a 1959 booklet.  
Bill Rosenberg - A photo CD of Mequon Fire Department Engines which he put together for their 75th Anni-
versary.  
Mystery donor - 4 old photos of Cedarburg.  
These wonderful donations are what make our volunteer work so enjoyable. Thank you all!  
Ruth J. Renz, archivist 
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History of Ozaukee County Historical Society - part three  
 
And now the work begins.....  
There is much excitement as work of re-construction of the Ahner house began in earnest in 
September of 1962. Ralph Schaefer staked it out and Roman Hoffman was contacted for 
trenching and Schmitz Redi-Mix poured the slab. Since the treasury had $440.47 in the check-
ing account and $415.17 in savings it was necessary to go about seeking donations and rais-
ing funds. People offered extra old logs to help in the re-construction. Basically it was only the 
lower logs that needed replacing.  
The program for the October 1962 meeting was given by Mr. Homer Lynn who spoke of "Early 
History of Saukville". He showed a map of the new county park and the site where the log 
cabin would be placed. He talked of Saukville going back to prehistoric times as the crescent 
shaped hills to the west were rich in Indian artifacts. The village was a meeting place of two 
important trails, the Green Bay Trail and the Dekorra Trail (a famous Indian family). The Sauk 
Indians lived there in 1616 giving their name to the area. The next speaker was Lawrence Al-
binger whose family lived in the area since 1853. His great grandfather walked from Akron, 
Ohio and the family has paid taxes for 110 years in Saukville (this was in 1962).  
Mr. John McCarthy told of the Irish settlement of St.Finbar, people who came here from St. 
Finbar, County Cork, Ireland in 1846 when President Polk was in the White House. This group 
of Irishmen formed a temperance association called "The Total Abstinence Literary Society". 
The cemetery is all that remains of St.Finbars today.  
Another speaker of the evening was Judge Charles Larson, whose family came to Port Wash-
ington in 1848. He gave an interesting account of the beginnings of the County Fairs. From 
1859 to 1877 the fairs were held in Cedarburg. Then in 1877 Saukville bid for the fair and from 
then until 1885 the fairs were held behind Joe Albrecht's Saloon in Saukville. After much com-
petition, Cedarburg won the fair and it has been held there ever since.  
At the 3rd annual meeting of the Historical Society the guest speakers introduced were Evelyn 
and Oliver Smith. They are 3rd generation of Smith Bros. Fisheries and Restaurants. They told 
of Mr. Barnum Blake who build 3 piers, one being in Port Washington. They spoke of the disas-
ters of the Phoenix in 1847, the Niagra in 1856 and the Toledo also in 1856. One of the an-
chors raised from the ship's graves is in the Pt. Washington cemetery marking a common 
grave where victims were buried. The other anchor was in the Smith Bros. parking lot and 
dedicated to the sailors who lost their lives at sea. Evelyn spoke of the S.S. Atlanta exploding 
in 1906 and how one of their tugs saved all but one life. She also told of two ships. The Mar-
quette rammed the Senator and in 8 minutes the Senator went to the bottom. The Mayer Hotel 
and the City of Port Washington opened their hearts to the victims at that time which was Octo-
ber 1929.  

 
MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
Hi and welcome to 2009. We are getting ready for a great season of events at Pioneer Village and we 
DON'T want to miss YOU ! Now is the time to renew your membership in YOUR Ozaukee County 
Historical Society. Check the address label on the front of this issue. If it says 2008, your membership 
expired December 31st. last year. Speaking of last year, I forgot to tell the Printer to put the year on the 
address label of the November issue ! I will TRY not to make that mistake again.  
Remember that your membership gets you FREE admission to events at Pioneer Village and FREE use 
of the Research Center.  
Please use the membership application on the back page of this issue, and I hope to hear from you soon.  
Don Engelbert, Membership Chairman                                                                                                                   
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Ozaukee County History Trivia Quiz 
 
How well do you know historical facts about Ozaukee County industry?  Test you skill on the fol-
lowing questions.  The answers are listed throughout this newsletter. 
 
1.  At its peak, Thiensville’s Gilbert Shoe Company produced ____ pairs of shoes a day. 
 a.  400    b.  800    c.  1,000    d.  1,200 
 
2.  What 1900 industry was located in the current site of Harrington Beach State Park? 
 a.  lead mine   b.  stone quarry   c.  brewery   d.  fox farm 
 
3.  What industry was located on Columbia Road between Cedarburg and Grafton? 
 a.  nail factory   b.  woolen mill   c.  hotel   d.  grist mill 
 
4.  What industry was incorporated in Waubeka in 1892? 
 a.  button factory   b.  flag factory   c.  typewriter factory   d.  phonograph factory 
 
5.   Krier Preserving was a major employer in what local community? 
 a.  Mequon   b.  Cedarburg   c.  Lake Church   d.  Belgium 
 
6.  The Grafton Woolen Mill, built in 1880, imported its equipment from what country? 
 a.  Ireland   b.  England   c.  Germany   d.  Canada 
 
Source:  Ozaukee County Wisconsin - A Photographic Journey into the Past, The Ozaukee County 
Historical Society with Laurie Arndt, 2004.   
Available for $20.00 at the Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center and area bookstores. 
 
Answers on Pg .2 
 

  WANTED... 
The Historical Society is seeking a 
new  food service chairperson. The 
duties would include ordering and 
and planning food service for our 
events.  This position could be 
shared or singly filled. Many volun-
teers are provided at the events to 
help with the preparation and sell-
ing of the food items. 
If interested, please call Mary at 262
-242-2624 

      WANTED... 
We have a bake sale during each of our 
events. This is a profitable money 
maker for the society and we are very 
grateful to those who have donated to 
the bake sale in the past. We will again 
be asking members to donate those 
freshly baked items to our bake sales. 
Items can be delivered to the red barn 
on event mornings. 
Reminders will be included in future 
issues of TimeLines. 
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Ozaukee County Historical Society 

          2009 EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, June 14th,  
National Flag Day Program & Celebration 

Stony Hill School, 5595 Hwy. I, Fredonia, 
WI 

Free Parking & Shuttle from Oz. Pioneer Vil-
lage 

Grounds open at 11 a.m. Program: 3:30 p.m. 
 

OZ. CO. PIONEER VILLAGE EVENTS  
4880 HWY. I 

Saukville, WI 53080 
 

Sat. & Sun., June 20th & 21st  
OPEN HOUSE  

Free Admission Days 
Noon to 5 p.m. 

 
Sat. & Sun., June 27th & 28th  

Milwaukee Radio Amateur Field Days  
Noon to 5 p.m. 

 
Sat. &., July 18th & 19th 
Antique Power Reunion  

Tractor & Machinery Show 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 
Sun., July 26th 

Old Time Fiddlers’ Contest 
Grounds open at noon 

Contests at 1 p.m.& 2 p.m. 
 

Sun., August 16th 
3rd Annual Bluegrass at the Village 

Music: Noon to 5 p.m. 
 

Sat & Sun., Sept. 5th & 6th  
Rev. War Encampment & Re-enactment 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

Open weekends from May 30th to Oct. 11 
Non event weekends: Open noon to 5 p.m. 

Last tour at 4 p.m. 
For info call 262-377-4510  

For tours: 262-377-8432  
 

                       Website:  
     www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/ochs 

Donations to the Society  
November 2008 to January 2009 

Carolyn Kuzdas 
Anne Davidson-McNitt 

Howard W. Schulze 
Joyce and Marty Gadzichowski 

Raymond F. Maas 
John Jochem 

Dean & Lois Schwarten 
Doug & Linda Kolbach 

Gary Feider 
  

Memorials for Grace Pretty: 
Anthony & Nancy Lamacchia 
 Kathleen M. Nieman 
 C. Helen Schwalbe 

 Joel & Florence M. Kasten 
 Michael & sara Bowen 

 James & Barbara Maronde 
 Stephen & Joan Shipman 

  
Memorial for Amanda B. Pyott : 

      James & Ruth Lee 

    Century & Sequicentennial 
Homesteads 

  
The Wisconsin State Fair is seeking Century 
and Sesquicentennial Homesteads (farms or 

homes) for recognition in 2009. 
 

If you own or know someone who owns a 100 
year old or a 150 year old Homestead, please 
contact Ruth Renz for the form you will need 

to enter that homestead.  
 

You can contact Ruth at 262-377-4510 



 

2009 

Postaage 

Archives Research Center 
 

Phone: 262-377-4510 
 

Fax: 262-377-4568 


