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OCHS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDER! 

RENEW YOUR 2018 MEMBERSHIP TODAY 

Renewal form on back cover of newsletter. 

    OCHS~QUARTERLY MEETING  

Monday, May 7, 2018—7:00 p.m. 
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~STEPPING BACK IN HISTORY~ 

IN SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN 

OZAUKEE COUNTY 
 

Sarah Smith of the Port Washington Historical Society tells us it was 

approximately 13,000 years ago when the first people occupied the 

area now known as Southeastern Wisconsin.  Fortunately, the material 

culture they left behind allowed archaeologists to study the hunting 

strategies, conflicts, beliefs and lifestyles of these early people.  As a 

result, Ozaukee County’s archaeological record is rich in the material 

culture of Paleo, Archaic, Woodland and Historic people. 

  

On Monday, May 7th, our Quarterly Meeting speaker will be Sarah 

Smith, MS, RPA, an anthropologist with the University of British  

Columbia and Port Washington Historical Society.  Sarah specializes 

in analyzing the human remains from archaeological sites and in the 

archaeology of the fur trade, warfare and area shipwrecks.  Her lecture 

will explore the area’s archaeological sites, including the Hilgen 

Springs Mound in Cedarburg, Port Washington’s ochre burials, and 

remnants of the 17th—19th century fur trade.  Guests are encouraged 

to bring their own “finds” or collections to the meeting. 

 

Our Quarterly Meeting will be held Monday, May 7th, at the  

Cedarburg Cultural Center, W62 N546 Washington Avenue,  

Cedarburg.  The business meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. with  

the presentation at 7:30 p.m.  This event is free and open to the public.  

Complimentary refreshment are provided, free, on-site parking is  

available. 

The Ozaukee County Historical Society would like  to 

extend their deepest sympathies to families of two 

friends of the society who passed away recently. 

 

Trudi Roesch, history enthusiast and member of our 

Women in History Event committee passed away in 

February of 2018.   

 

Mr. Lyman Weber, friend of the OCHS passed away on 

March 3, 2018.   

 Farewell to Friends of the OCHS 
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MESSAGE … 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Jean Steinke, President 
 

Allen Buchholz, 1st Vice-President 
 

Mary Ann Velnetske, 2nd Vice-President 
 

Barbara Howard Zyvoloski, Secretary  
 

Don Borgwardt, Treasurer 
                                
 

Judy Jepson, Quarterly Program Chair 
 

Becky Miller,  Marketing Coordinator 
 

Tom Oliver, Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Tami Viesselmann  Food Service Coord.inator 
                                         

 

SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Dr. Nina Look, Archivist 
 

Jane Butz, Archivist 
 

Don Engelbert, Membership   
 

Curt Gruenwald,  Director Emeritus— 
        Computer Support/Past President 

 

Dick Liersch, Videographer 
 

Patrick Jentges  
Stony Hill School Caretaker                                                 

 

Jim and Sally Punzel  
   Ozaukee County Pioneer Village Caretakers 

 
 

TOUR GUIDES/DOCENTS 
 

Jackie Burmesch 
Chris Cappelle 
Donna Smith 
Ina Wenzler 
Linda Ziebell 

Dear OCHS Members and Friends, 

 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year!  Spring and summer and  

celebrating history by way of our upcoming 2018 event season is upon 

us ~ again.   Please mark your calendars and bring your families to 

enjoy a “piece of the past” at Ozaukee County Pioneer Village at one 

of our many events this season. 

 

Join us for the quarterly meeting with Sarah Smith from the Port 

Washington Historical Society.  Sarah’s dynamic presentation topic is 

on Archaeology in Southeastern Wisconsin focusing on Ozaukee 

County 

 

Can’t wait for you to see the Village Hall!  Village Hall Volunteers 

have made a lot of progress over the past few months.  Be sure to stop 

in and check out the miles of boards the volunteers stained for the ceil-

ing, the drywall progress, the stucco, addition of heat and lighting.  

We have very special and talented group of volunteers donating hours 

and hours to this project.  With all of their hard work, the Village Hall 

is going to be a wonderful meeting place when we are finally finished! 

 

Over the winter months, the Stony Hill School electrical service was 

updated.  We are currently working with WE Energies to complete 

this project.  If you have a heart for Stony Hill School and would like 

to make a donation, we would welcome the assistance.   

 

In March, we honored our 2017 volunteers with dinner and prizes.  .  

The theme for the evening was “Hats Off to our Volunteers” and  

participants sported a wide variety of hats to join in the fun.  Thanks to 

the almost 100 volunteers that participated.  We truly appreciate and 

thank you for all you do for the OCHS throughout the year.  

 

The Schedule of Events is listed on page 5 in this newsletter.  Please 

mark your calendars, share the dates with your friends and if you need 

further information, check out the website for more specific times and 

details. 

 

Finally, please be sure to read the article on our beloved 

“Interurban” (pages 3 and 4) written by OCHS Researcher, Adam  

Azzalino and recently published by the News Graphic.  We thank 

them both for permission to reprint this article. 

 

    Jean Steinke, President 

 
 

Note from Treasurer Don Borgwardt… Wonderful opportunity to support OCHS!  Are you age 70-1/2 or older and have IRA’s?  Then you 

qualify for special tax treatment of distributions from your IRA’s which are normally considered taxable income to you.  Direct your IRA 

custodian to pay them directly to “Ozaukee County Historical Society” or other qualified charity.  Ask them to do a “QUALIFIED CHAR-

ITABLE DISTRIBUTION” sometimes called a “Direct Charitable Rollover”.  The maximum annual limit is $100,000.  This can be a won-

derful way to support your favorite charity and receive tax benefits as well.  As always, talk to your tax adviser if you have any  

questions. 
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INTERURBAN 
Written by:  Adam Azzalino 

Historians looking back at the history of transportation in the early 21st century will likely discuss the use of buses and city 

cabs and remark on the rise of convenient and cheap rides by companies like Lyft and Uber. A century ago, if communities wanted 

fast and convenient travel they would construct interurban rail lines. The first interurban line in the United States was built in 1892 

and ran between Anderson and North Anderson, Indiana. The name interurban was created by Charles L. Henry, a congressman from 

Indiana, it was fused together from the Latin phrase inter urbes which translated to “between cities.” Interurbans were self-propelled 

electric rail cars that ferried passengers between communities in the days before motorized buses.  

 

Transportation historians George W. Hilton and John F. Due noted interurbans can be distinguished from other types of rail 

by four factors: their primary source of power had to be electric, passenger service was the primary source of income, cars were fast-

er and heavier than streetcars. Additionally, interurbans utilized both tracks on streets and tracks in rural areas along private right of 

ways granting access to remote areas.  Unlike commuter trains connecting larger cities of the nation a fair distance apart, interurbans 

were local and meant for travel between cities close to each other like Cedarburg to Sheboygan, or areas within a county.   By 1915 

there was 15,500 miles of interurban tracks laid across the United States connecting small communities to nearby larger cities. In 

1925 interurban rail was the fifth largest industry in the country.   

 

Farmers were among some of the strongest advocates of interurban lines. In 1906 economist Ernest L. Bogart wrote an arti-

cle analyzing how an interurban line in Ohio impacted a semi-rural area.  He noted that from 5 to 20 percent of riders were farmers 

coming into town to conduct business or attend community events like church services. Bogart explained the advantages to farmers 

living in agricultural areas, “[The]farmer and his family can reach the neighboring villages much more quickly, cheaply, and com-

fortably by trolley than by wagon.”  

 

Interurbans would pick up passengers along rural roadways, saving farmers travel-time they could otherwise use to conduct 

business or make social calls. Indeed, one of the advantages of an interurban line was that it allowed people to participate more fre-

quently in social events outside of their own communities. As Bogart reflected, “Many are enabled to attend the theaters, concerts, 

lectures, and other forms of entertainment...” When the Milwaukee Northern line began service from Milwaukee to Cedarburg, many 

Milwaukee moviegoers would take the interurban to Cedarburg and see films at The Chimes movie-house to escape the congested 

crowds of the city.  

 

The Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light Company was incorporated in 1896. The company’s first project was an inter-

urban route between Milwaukee and Kenosha spanning 23 miles. Soon afterward, lines connecting Watertown, Burlington and East 

Troy were established. Enthused by this success, in 1905 several investors moved to incorporate the Milwaukee Northern line into 

Ozaukee County; the aim being to connect the county with urban Milwaukee and Sheboygan. The Ozaukee County section was 

funded through the sale of $100,000 in capital stock.  One of the founders, John E. Uselding of Port Washington, later went on to 

become a county judge from 1914 to 1931  The other two men hailed from Sheboygan.  

 

Construction began a year later in 1906, laying track near the outskirts of  

Cedarburg. The Cedarburg News reported: “About a dozen teams and twenty men  

started in to grade on the line just east of the city limits, through the farms of  

Fred Maronde and Aug Ziemer… More help is being added each day and  

in the course of a few more days a large gang will be employed and the  

work divided in several divisions.”  
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The first interurban service between Cedarburg and Milwaukee began on October 28, 1907. The press reported that ten thou-

sand people attempted to ride from Milwaukee to Cedarburg   and that some resorted to pushing and shoving each other to secure a 

seat. The Cedarburg News reported that: “Hundreds were knocked down and trampled on…” It is not clear whether this story was an 

editorial exaggeration but it reveals the excitement generated by the introduction of the interurban.  
 

Early cars were painted a glossy red and had a top speed of 55 miles per hour. The ride  from Cedarburg to Milwaukee took 

about an hour and according to newspaper reports, cost 2 cents per mile. Most commonly, passengers bought mileage books, a book 

containing 100 miles could be bought for $1.50. Passengers were a mixture of people commuting to work, with others going to Mil-

waukee for entertainment or to visit family and friends. The Cedarburg News remarked that the flow of visitors went both ways: 

“The cars are well patronized and many strangers have visited our city during the short time they have been running.” Some of the 

most frequent riders were local students who lived in Mequon and attended Cedarburg High School.  

 

 By the late 1940s roads and automobiles were improving in their durability and the personal automobile was slowly becom-

ing the major means of transport for people. By the late 1940s bus companies began to buy property used by interurbans, signaling 

the end of one mass transit system and the birth of another. The last ride of a local interurban took place in March 1948. Small rock-

ets were launched along the tracks to send Ozaukee County’s first successful mass-transit system out with a bang. In the coming dec-

ades buses would take over many of the former routes. The Cedarburg News remarked, “Interurban or street cars as they were com-

monly called will be missed by many.”  

 

Indeed they were.  The memory of the interurban remained in the minds of local historical preservationists. A marker was 

erected by the state historical society near the old interurban trestle bridge that reads: “In 1907, the Milwaukee Northern Railway 

Company constructed this riveted-steel Thru Truss Bridge over Cedar Creek. Manufactured by Carnegie Steel and measuring 159 ft. 

long by 12 ft. wide by 20 ft. high, the bridge was constructed for the company’s interurban train line between Milwaukee and She-

boygan. Powered by overhead electrical lines, the interurban carried passengers and freight in and out of Cedarburg. The railway 

depot and servicing area once stood a few blocks away.” 

 

 That former interurban depot on N57 W6406 Center Street still serves the community today. In the mid-1990s it was pur-

chased by the Ozaukee County Historical Society to serve as the society’s Archives Research Center, and the building was lovingly 

restored to once again resemble a 1907 interurban station. Visitors can take a tour, learn how interurbans functioned, and view arti-

facts like a motorman’s pocket watch and lantern. Archivists will also assist visitors with research requests regarding local family 

history and historic homes and buildings Center hours are Tuesday 9AM to 3PM and the second and fourth Mondays of every month 

from 5PM to 8PM.  
 
References  

Charles H. Damaske, “Along the right-of-way to She-

boygan: The Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light Com-

pany” (self-published,2001) 

George W. Hilton and  John F. Due, The Electric Inter-

urban Railways in America (Stanford University Press, 

2000) 

Ernest L. Bogart, “Economic and Social Effects of the 

Interurban Electric Railway in Ohio,” Journal of Political 

Economy (December 1906) 

H. Roger Grant, “Electric Interurbans and the American 

People” ( Indiana University Press,2016) 

“The Old Interurban Line” News-Graphic, August 15, 

1996  

Archives Researcher and Writer, Adam Azallino recently wrote an article for the News Graphic on the Interurban.  The article  

that was published is being shared with the permission of the author.   Congratulations Adam on another job well done and we 

thank you for your efforts to continue to preserve Ozaukee County history. 

Historic Interurban Depot 

Currently serves as the Hazel Wirth Archives Research 

Center in Cedarburg, Wisconsin 
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Read a color copy of this newsletter on-line at our OCHS website… 
 

www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us 
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Please share this School/Community information 

with your children’s school or your Community 

group.  Homeschoolers are welcome also! 
From Board Member Allen Buchholz… 

 To honor the anniversary of WWI, this year’s WWII 

event will feature an “Honor Wall” highlighting members 

who served in the military and lost their loves from Ozaukee 

County during WWI.  Allen has been researching and col-

lecting photographs on these men we are honoring.  Be sure 

to visit the Honor Wall located in Pioneer Village Hall  

during the events this summer. 

NEW HONOR WALL HONORING 

OZAUKEE COUNTY~WWI VETS  

JOIN US  IN VILLAGE HALL FOR THE… 

 USO STYLE DANCE 

FEATURING  

SWING NOUVEAU 

SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2018 

7:00-10:00 P.M. 



MAY 2018 

 

Flag Day—Heritage Days-Antique Power Reunion 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS  

WISCONSIN ANTIQUE POWER REUNION  
 

JULY 21—22, 2018—Saturday and Sunday 

8:00 AM—5:00 PM 

 

Location:  Ozaukee County Pioneer Village 
 

Featured tractor in 2018 is:  Minneapolis Moline 

Please join us Sunday, June 10.  Bring 

your family to Stony Hill School for a 

bit of patriotism and American as we 

celebrate the birthplace of Flag Day! 

 

The grounds of the one room school 

house which is on the National Regis-

ter of Historic Places will be open 

from noon—5:00 pm along with our 

Avenue of Flags.   

 

Our special patriotic program is sched-

uled for 3:30 p.m.  Please join us! 

 

The free shuttle bus from Ozaukee 

County Pioneer Village begins at 2 pm 

2018 Raffle Tractor 

1962 Minneapolis Moline Jet Star 
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PLEASE DONATE TO OCHS! 
For the 5th Annual OCHS Rummage Sale to be held June 23th and June 24th  

Where:  Hazel Wirth Archives ~ N57 W6406 Center St. ~Cedarburg 
Time:  9AM – 3PM Saturday and Sunday 
 

We will accept donations May-June. (Please no shoes or clothing.) 
If it’s too big, give a call and we will pick it up. 

 
Collection Locations:     Hazel Wirth Archives 
Velnetske Law Offices      N57 W6404 Center St., Cedarburg 
212 N. Green Bay Rd.#101, Thiensville  9AM-3PM Tuesdays 
8AM-5PM Weekdays    5PM-8PM on 2nd or 4th Mondays 

THINGS TO DO ~ JUNE THRU OCTOBER 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO SIGN UP! 

 

HISTORICAL  

BLACKSMITHING & WOODWORKING 

CLASSES 

 

Learn the historical skills of blacksmithing and 

woodworking taught by our own Village  

Craftsmen skilled in these crafts. 

 

Full Day Class held on Saturday, June 9, 2018! 

 

Contact:  Jean Steinke at 414-339-1513 or via 

email at jean.steinke@gmail.com to register and 

receive more information. 
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VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR MESSAGE 

The Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

in Cedarburg is in the need of a volunteer to 

clean (about once a month) - general dusting, 

vacuuming etc.  If you have a knack for 

cleaning and can spare an hour or two each 

month, we would truly appreciate your  

assistance.  Please contact Nina or Jane at 

262-377-4510. 

TOM OLIVER 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

PHONE:  262-483-1445 

EMAIL:  volunteerochs@gmail.com 

A message from Tom Oliver… 

 

In March, we had a record crowd of 95 for our “Hats Off” 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner.  Food and fun were had by 

all, but we ran out of Mary Ann’s Cowboy Beans again. 

 

2018 is looking to be bigger and better than ever!  We need 

ALL hands on deck.  Now it’s time to mark your calendars 

and contact me. as to where and when you can volunteer this 

year. 



MAY 2018 PAGE 10 

WITH HEARTFELT THANKS TO OUR DONORS... 

Recent Artifact Donations and Donors to: 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center  

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village 

Stony Hill School 
 

Many valuable donations have been recently  

received by the Society.  The following is a  

partial list.  We thank our generous donors for  

their support of our mission to “collect, preserve  

and share the history of Ozaukee County”. 

 

General Artifacts 

WWI artifacts from Joseph Bell 

Henry Roth Army artifacts 

WW II uniform 

Peter Wollner Post program 

Keup family framed wedding veil and head piece 

Quilt cover 

Ukelin instrument 

 

Books, Booklets, Articles and Maps 

Some Pioneer Families of Wisconsin 

Rail road and interurban books 

Cedarburg High School programs 

 

Genealogies and Abstracts 

Bell Genealogy 

Dooley/Kenney/Burhop Genealogy 

Guidinger Genealogy 

Thiensville Abstract – Thien and other owners 

 

Photographs and Artwork 

Breuer Family photographs 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center photographs 

Collage of Ozaukee County sketches by  

   Don Henning 

Grafton train wreck photographs 

Framed wedding photo of Walter and Ella Clausing 

 

   Nina Look, Archivist 

 

Advertisements 
Wirth Dept Store plate 

Laab’s Grocery Store plate 

Covered Bridge plate 

Cedarburg Fire Dept. plate 

Sears and Montgomery Ward’s catalogs old and  

reproduction 

Artifact Donors 

Carolyn Anderson 

Allen Buchholz 

Gary Heller 

Lucille Hoefer  

Vicki Holewinski 

Kathy Knepproth 

Robin Paradis-Kent 

Tim Regnitz 

Paul Schneble 

Heidi Senger 

Mequon Thiensville Historical Society 

Port Washington Historical Society 

Society Shopping List 

 

Please consider a donation to support our shopping 

needs.  Donations to OCHS are tax deductible. 

 

Office supply store gift card                          $50 

Hardware store gift card               $50 

Sponsorship of the Qrtrly Meeting Refreshments           $50 

Cleaning supplies -Pioneer Village Spring Cleaning      $50 

Acid-free storage units for artifact preservation              $75 

Sponsorship Quarterly Meeting Speaker                       $100 

Sponsorship of the August Newsletter                          $100 

Sponsorship of County Fair Booth           $100 

Laminating Supplies for Signage                                    $30 

 

The Ozaukee County Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) 

Organization.  All donations are tax deductible.  Thank you  

in advance for your support! 

 

              Quartlerly Meetings 2018   May 7, 2018 
                                          August 6, 2018 

                                            November 5, 2018 



Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

Recent Research Conducted at the Center 
 

Recent Research Subjects: 

 

Adler Dry Goods Store  

Cedarburg – AMCAST, Meta-Mold  

Cedarburg – Brookside School 

Cedarburg - Hilbert Street Home 

Kiekhaefer Factory 

Podoll Photography Studio 

Thiensville Interurban Station 

WW II 

 

Recent Surname Research:  

Adler 

Allarding 

Barrett 

Bieglow 

Breitenbach 

Corrigan 

Dobberfuhl 

Downs 

Dunn 

Erdman 

Groth 

Kaiser 

Kressin 

Langheinrich 

Lennartz 

Loehn 

McGinnis 

Mueller 

Pagelow 

Podoll 

Roth 

Stallman 

Strickland 

Turner 

Van Horn  

Wenzel 

RECENT RESEARCH CONDUCTED—FUND DONATIONS 

Fund Donations 

 

The following individuals have generously donated funds to the 

Society.  Every attempt has been made to ensure the completeness 

of this list. Please notify us at (262)377-4510 if your name has 

been omitted or incorrectly listed. 
 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center/Interurban Depot 

 Laurice Bell 

 Bob and Jan Blazich 

 Dorothea Grimm 

 Wayne Hanson 

 Nina Look 

 Nancy Roozen 

 Colin Sandell 

 Mary Sayner 

Pioneer Village 

 Elroy Klug 

 Gary Heller 

 Richard Schaefer 

Pioneer Village Ahner House 

 Catherine Bailey 

Pioneer Village Caboose 

 Reid Van Sluys 

Memorial and Archives 

 R & M Sievers 

Memorials 

 Ruth Hatzinger from Nancy Perez 

 Rev. Robert Oswald from Annette Diener 

 Lyman Weber from Barbara Duchow 

 Harvey Grunewald from Don & Pat Engelbert 
 

Photograph Donations 

 Gary Heller 

 

General Donations 

 Gary Fieder 

 Carole Hausmann 

 Victor Larson – in honor of Jean Steinke and Tom Oliver 

 

      Nina Look, Archivist 
 

Archives Hours  

Open:  Tuesdays ~ 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Open : 2nd and 4th  Mondays  ~ 5:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
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2018 OCHS Membership Application 
Membership is from January 1st through December 31st 

 
          Sign me up! I’m ready to be a part of history! 

Enclosed please find my:       Renewal                New Membership 
 

 Individual $20         Husband/Wife/Family $40 (incl. children) 

 Individual Lifetime $225      Husband/Wife Lifetime $350 

 Business/Professional $75 
 

Name: _______________________Spouse:_____________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ 
City: ________________________________State:____ Zip:___________ 

Phone: __________________________Number of Children (under 18)__ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ 
(We will never share your email address) 

Yes, please contact me when you need volunteer help! 

Ozaukee County Historical Society 

N57 W6406 Center Street 

P.O. Box 206 

Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Ozaukee County Historical Society 

N57 W6406 Center Street -PO Box 206 

Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 

www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

262-377-4510 

E-Mail:  ozaukeearchivist@gmail.com 

I want to make a contribution to history. Enclosed please find my additional tax-deductible contribution specified 

for:  
General Operations     Interurban Depot Preservation Fund 

Oz Cty Pioneer Village                                                                                  Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

Stony Hill School                                                                       Scholarship Fund  

Oz Cty Pioneer Village Hall Remodel   Memorial in memory of: ___________________________________       


