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Have you ever seen a stone barn while driving in the country and 
wondered what it looked like inside?   The Ozaukee County His-
torical Society has been invited to hold the August Quarterly 
Meeting in just such a barn, owned by Wayne and Linda Luft.   
The barn was built in 1879, by Thomas Ruhland, an immigrant 
from Bavaria, Germany, on 80 acres he purchased in the Town of 
Fredonia, in 1851. The farm remained in the Ruhland family until 
1975, when Wayne and Linda purchased the buildings, and five 
acres. When their children joined the Waubeka 4-H, one of their 
many projects was showing steers at the Ozaukee County Fair. 
The lower level of the barn was used to house the animals and 
the second level was for storing hay and feed. Today, the barn 
stands empty, waiting for interested visitors to come see it and 
appreciate its purpose and grandeur.  Wayne likes to comment 
that “it looks like the attic of an old European castle inside.”  
 
This is your opportunity to visit and learn about one of the few 
remaining stone barns in this area on Monday, August 6th. Our 
Quarterly Meeting will begin with a business meeting at 6:30 pm, 
plus complimentary refreshments. At 7:00 pm Wayne and Linda 
will make a presentation on what it’s like to own a stone barn, its 
history, some of its unique characteristics, and lots more interest-
ing information. This event is free and open to the public. Chairs 
and bales of hay will be provided for seating (you may also bring 
your own chair); parking will be available in a nearby field with 
parking for the handicapped on the lawn. Dress for comfort;  
sturdy shoes are 
suggested. 
 
Meeting Address is: 
Wayne & Linda Luft 
W5085 Kohler Dr. 
Fredonia, WI 53021 
 
See You There!  

QUARTERLY MEETING 
Monday 

August 6, 2018 
6:30 pm—8:00 pm. 

Location 
Wayne & Linda Luft Home 

VISIT TO A RARE STONE BARN 

See page 2  
for directions to 

Luft’s barn…! 
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MESSAGE … 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Jean Steinke, President 

Allen Buchholz, 1st Vice-President 

Mary Ann Velnetske, 2nd Vice-President 

Barbara Howard Zyvoloski, Secretary  

Don Borgwardt, Treasurer                      
 

Judy Jepson, Quarterly Program Chair 

Becky Miller,  Graphic Design 

Tom Oliver, Volunteer Coordinator 

Tami Viesselmann, Food Service Coordinator 
                                         

SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Dr. Nina Look, Archivist 

Jane Butz, Archivist 

Don Engelbert, Membership   

Curt Gruenwald,  Director Emeritus— 
        Computer Support/Past President 

Dick Liersch, Videographer 
Patrick Jentges  

Stony Hill School Caretaker                             

Jim and Sally Punzel  
  Ozaukee County Pioneer Village Caretakers 

 

TOUR GUIDES/DOCENTS 
 

Jackie Burmesch 
Donna Smith 
Ina Wenzler 
Linda Ziebell 

 

CONTACTS 
School Tours—Jean Steinke 

Village Management—Allen Buchholz 
Archives-Nina Look & Jane Butz 

Newsletter-Jean Steinke 
Candy & Gift Shop-Barbara Howard Zyvoloski 

Event:  WWII—Becky Miller 
Event:  Flag Day-Jean Steinke 

Event:  Heritage Day-Mary Ann Velnetske 
Event:  Tractor Show-Allen Buchholz 

Event:  Bluegrass-Mary Ann Velnetske 
Event:  Harry Potter at the Village-Tom Oliver 

Event:  Autumn at the Village-Mary Ann Velnetske 
Event:  Women in History Lunch-Mary Ann Velnetske 

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village Gift Shop… New Item! 
Gary Heller Notecards and Prints – Gary’s beautiful photographs of Village scenes and buildings are now available 
in notecard and print form in the Village Gift Shop.  They are beautiful!  Support the OCHS and send a note to your 
family and friends in style with these new notecards.  The gift shop is open each weekend and during special 
events.  They can also be purchased on Tuesday’s at the Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center. 

Directions from Cedarburg Cultural Ctr to Wayne Luft Home 
1) Head north on Washington Ave toward Center St.  0.5 mi 
2) Turn right onto Cty Hwy I/Sheboygan Rd and continue to 

follow County Hwy I  4.7 mi 
3) Continue onto County Rd I  7.1 mi 
4) Turn left onto Co Hwy A/Co Hwy H/County Rd H  0.5 mi. 
5) Turn right onto Cigrand Dr.  1.0 mi. 
6) Slight left onto Co Hwy H  2.1 mi. 
7) Continue straight onto Kohler Dr.  Destination will be on the 

left  0.6 mi. 
W5085 KOHLER DRIVE—FREDONIA, WI 

Dear OCHS Members and Friends,  
 
 Welcome to the busiest time of the year for the  
Ozaukee County Historical Society!   Check out the upcoming 
events and history in the making throughout the pages of 
this newsletter and  mark your calendars.  Be sure to join us 
either by attending the events or by lending a helping hand.  
We are thankful for your generous financial donations and 
the valuable donation of volunteer time in helping us carry 
out our mission to preserve and share Ozaukee County ‘s very 
special history…  More next time! 
                                Jean Steinke, President   
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SUPPORT OCHS THROUGH YOUR IRA DISTRIBUTIONS 
From OCHS Treasurer… Don Borgwardt 
 
As of 2016, anyone 70 1/2 years or older has a new op-
tion for making charitable gifts: your IRA! 
 
Typically IRA distributions are taxable, but, as of 2016, 
Congress made permanent the opportunity known as the 
IRA qualified charitable distribution where direct trans-
fers from an IRA to charity are free from federal and po-
tentially state income tax for anyone 70 1/2 or older. If 
you do not need the required minimum distributions that 
you receive from your IRA, consider directing a portion to 
the Ozaukee County Historical Society to save on taxes, 
then use the cash you would have given to OCHS or 
other charities for other needs. 
 
Under the new law you and your spouse, assuming he or 
she is 70 1/2 years or older and has an IRA, may each 
make direct transfers of up to $100,000 per year to char-
ity. Rather than being treated as taxable income, direct 
transfers to charity are wholly excluded for federal       
income tax purposes. These transfers do not generate a 
charitable deduction, but the relief from tax impact is of-
ten more advantageous. Consult your tax or financial  
advisor to determine the most appropriate gift assets for 
your situation. 
 
Contact the investment firm that handles your IRA to re-
quest a direct transfer of IRA assets to the Ozaukee 
County Historical Society and other favorite charities. To 
ensure that your IRA transfer is not taxable, the check 
must be made payable to OCHS or the charity, not to you 
personally. 
 
With your support, we’ll move ahead pre-
serving and sharing the past for today. . . and future  
generations. 

The Patriotic Program on Flag Day was 
canceled this year due to the inclement 
weather.   
 

Thank you to the many volunteers who helped prepare 
the school house and the program for this year.  We will 
look forward to a bigger and better program next year! 

HERITAGE DAY  
HANDWERKER 

SCHAU 
JUNE 2018 

OCHS ~ RUMMAGE SALE 
DURING STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

JUNE 2018 

OCHS Rummage Sale was a huge success during 
Strawberry Festival in Cedarburg.  Thank you to 
all the volunteers for collecting pricing, selling, 
hauling and everything else involved to make this 
event $ucce$$ful! 
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WWII LIVING HISTORY EVENT~MAY 2018 

2018 proved to be our most successful WWII Living History Event to date.  Thank you to the 196 re-enactors and 
numerous participants and volunteers who helped to make this day and the community/school group day  
meaningful historical experiences for the public.   Extra thanks to... Matt and Becky Miller of the First Allied  
Airborne Living History Group who put in many hours to make this event a success.  Thanks also to Allen  
Buchholz for research and effort put into the WWI Honor Wall honoring the men from Ozaukee County who 
gave their lives  during the Great War.  Finally, thanks to the many volunteers and participants who each year 
make this a very special day honoring those wonderful men/women who served at this important time in history.   
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The Ozaukee County Historical Society will 
hold its third annual ” Women in  
History” luncheon at the Ozaukee Country 
Club on October 13th.  Leslie Bellais,  
Curator of Social History for the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, will present “Rituals of 
Romance” and will explore the evolution, 
etiquette and customs of courtship through 
marriage from 1830 to 1990.   Understand 
the traditions of wedding veils, the color of 
the wedding gown and all of the rituals of 
the wedding ceremony.   
 
Make your reservation by completing the 
reservation form on page six with your 
choice of entree and returning it with your 
payment by October 1st.   Additional reser-
vation forms can be obtained on our web-
site at:   http://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/ 

Rituals of Romance\ 
1830-1990 

October 13, 2018 

FROM TOM OLIVER… 
  (VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR) 
 
Volunteering…!   
 
Hard to believe that our 2018 Season is more than half over!  
Thanks to all our volunteers for your help during another 
weather challenging year.   
 
Of course for those of you that haven't volunteered yet, or 
would like to again, we have three more events at Pioneer  
Village, the Ladies Luncheon and various projects  upcoming 
that need your talent.  Please contact me with your availability 
and questions.  

              TOM OLIVER, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

 Phone:  262-483-1445 
       Email:  volunterochs@gmail.com 

Stony Hill School and Oz Cty Pioneer Village Tours… 
 

Tours for schoolchildren were held during the months of May 
and June.  During these tours, children experience hands-on 
learning in a one room schoolhouse at Stony Hill School.  As part 
of their tour at the Village, as you can see from the drawing be-
low, laundry is done in washtubs and hung on a clothesline to 
dry!  Thank you to all the schools and children who participated 
this spring season! 

Thank you note  

from Anna  

Vanderpool! 

OZAUKEE COUNTY 

PIONEER VILLAGE 
 

CANDY & 

GIFT SHOP 

The Candy & Gift Shop is open weekends 
from Noon-5:00 and during special events.  
Come check out the newly stocked candy, 
notecards, prints, historical toys, gift items, 
bonnets, and more…  Thanks to Gift Store 
Mgr, Barbara Howard-Zyvoloski and her many 
helpers for giving the shop a new look and 
updated inventory.  Support the OCHS!  

 
SCHOOL/VILLAGE TOUR RESERVATIONS 

Contact:  Jean Steinke 
 jean.steinke@gmail.com 

Phone:  414-339-1513 

http://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/
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Read a color copy of this newsletter on-line at our OCHS website… 
 

www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us 

The Ozaukee County Historical Society will hold Bluegrass at the 
Village on Sunday, August 12th at the Ozaukee County Pioneer 
Village from 12-6pm.  
 
Now one of the largest bluegrass festivals in this area, Bluegrass 
at the Village will host five bluegrass bands that will take the 
stage on the old Cedarburg train station platform. This year's 
lineup includes: Sawdust Symphony, Genesee Ridge, Pickin' Up 
Speed, River Bend Bluegrass and back by popular demand, The 
Henhouse Prowlers.   
 
Those who attend will be greeted by young fiddlers from the 
area who will play a tune or two. They can stroll through the 
outdoor living history museum to learn what life was like in rural 
Ozaukee County between 1840-1920. At 2:00 pm anyone can n 
join ian old fashioned "Kitchen Band" on the porch of the Ma-
ronde Cabin. 
  
There are a wide variety of food and beverage selections being 
served throughout the day and people who love to "win" can 
participate in the huge fundraising raffle to get some wonderful 
prizes donated by local area businesses. 
 
There are 500 seats under the tent.  Picnic tables, additional 
chairs are arranged  by shade trees. People are encouraged to 
bring lawn chairs or blankets.  (No coolers or carry-in food / 
beverages are allowed).   For more information go to our  
website at:  :https://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

~ BLUEGRASS AT THE VILLAGE ~ GRAFTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DISPLAY HONORING GRAFTON WWI VETS 

VISIT DURING MONTH OF AUGUST 

Stop in and visit the Ozaukee County Historical 
Society at the Ozaukee County Fair.  Our 
booth is honoring the Ozaukee County WWI 
Vets who gave their lives.  We are located in 
the air conditioned Pavilion!  Contact Tom  
Oliver if you are available to work a two hour 
shift during the fair between Wed and Sunday.  
Fair dates…  Aug 1-5, 2018 

BASIC BLACKSMITHING CLASS 
Saturday, October 13 9:00 am-3:00 pm 
Oz Cty Pioneer Village-Blacksmith Shop 

$40.00 ~ Sign up early! 
(Limited to first (6) paid participants.) 

 
-Learn the historical skill of blacksmithing taught by 
our own Village Blacksmith while making a class pro-
ject and small project of your choice as time permits! 
 

-CONTACT:  Jean Steinke at 414-339-1513 or 
jean.steinke@gmail.com to register or if you have 
questions. 
 

-Mail your payment, name, address, phone number 
and email address to:  Oz Cty Hist Society, PO Box 
206, Cedarburg, WI  53012—Attn: Blacksmith Class 

http://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/
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Calling all witches, wizards, muggles, and fantastic creatures of all ages! Join the Ozaukee County Historical Soci-
ety (OCHS) as we celebrate “Harry Potter at the Village” at Ozaukee County Pioneer Village on Saturday, Septem-
ber 15, 2018 from 10am – 5pm. Put on your robes and house colors to help us celebrate 20 years of Harry Potter. 
We will have fun Harry Potter themed activities for the whole family including a sorting hat, wand decorating, 
trivia, a costume parade, Quidditch tournament, and much more! Kids and adults will be able to interact with some 
of their favorite characters, hunt fantastic beasts, enjoy lunch at the Great Hall, and have their picture taken at Plat-
form 9 ¾. This celebration will take place rain or shine, and is sure to be a good time for all Harry Potter fans.  
 
Due to the size of Pioneer Village and to ensure all Magical Creatures have a fun and safe time, advance ticket pur-
chase is required for this event. Tickets are $15 for ages 6+, and free for those ages 5 and under, and all Ozaukee 
County Historical Society Members. No tickets will be available at the door. All children under 14 must be accom-
panied by an adult.   
 
All proceeds from this event will 
help continue Ozaukee County His-
torical Society’s mission to provide 
continuing educational program-
ming, funding historical preserva-
tion and restoration projects, and 
increasing research resources at the 
Hazel Wirth Archives & Research 
Center. 
 
For more information please visit 
http://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/
Events.htm, and to purchase tickets 
please visit our Eventbrite page at 
https://bit.ly/2N7sIw2.  
 
Pioneer Village is located at 4880 
County Road I, Saukville, WI 53080. 

A note from Tom and Annie Oliver…   Event Chairs 
  

HARRY POTTER AT THE VILLAGE—OUR NEWEST EVENT! 

 ~FAMILY EVENT~ 
 

ADVANCE TICKET  
PURCHASE REQUIRED 

http://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/Events.htm
http://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/Events.htm
https://bit.ly/2N7sIw2
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Archives Hours  

Open:  Tuesdays ~ 9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Open : 2nd and 4th  Mondays  ~ 5:00 pm—8:00 pm 
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Recent Donations and Donors to: 
Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center  
Ozaukee County Pioneer Village 
 

Many valuable donations have been recently received 
by the Society.  The following is a partial list.  We 
thank our generous donors for their support of our 
mission to “collect, preserve and share the history of 
Ozaukee County”.  
 

General Artifacts 
WWI and WWII artifacts  
Brass spittoon 
 

Books, Booklets, Articles and Maps 
A Settler’s Life 
Ozaukee County Tourism 
Saukville – Gem of Ozaukee County 
The Back Door of the Mequon Highway Department 
1946 Cedarial - Cedarburg High School Yearbook 
1907 Cedarburg High School grad announcement 
Heritage Guidebook 
History of Ozaukee County  
 

Genealogies and Abstracts 
Brunnquell 
Langheinrich 
Frederick Meyer Collection 
Military records of Henry Roth 
Vahsholtz/Vahsholz 
 

Photographs and Artwork 
Cedarburg – 1996 
Ozaukee County – Before and After 
Grafton Train Wreck 1950s 
Sketch of Seyfer Drug Store - Mequon 
Bruss Family 
Cedarburg Businesses, Families and Events 
Pioneer Village Photographs 
 

Advertisements 
Laabs Grocery Store plate 
 

Artifact Donors 
Carolyn Anderson 
Brook Brown 
Paul and Elvira Brunnquell 
Alfred Dobberfuhl 
Gary Heller 
Nancy Perez 
Patrick Pretty 
Norma Weisbrod 
 

Financial Donation to the Archives 
Michael Niederkorn 
 

Memorial  
Nina Look in memory of Maryann Birkholz 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 
Recent Research Conducted at the Center 
 
Recent Research Subjects: 
Cedarburg - Washington Ave. Business  
Cedarburg Box Company  
Cedarburg – Hilgen Springs 
Cedarburg – Hilbert Ave. home 
Cedarburg High School Class of 1968 
 
Recent Surname Research:  
 
Alft   Morgan 
Alten   Neuens 
Dobberfuhl  Plagemann 
Horneffer  Scherer 
Koenig/Konig/King Uselding 
Kressin   Vahsholtz/Vahsholtz 
Homan   Wiskerchen 

Society Shopping List 
Please consider a donation to support our shopping needs.  
  
$50   Office supply store gift card                  
$50   Hardware store gift card      
$50   Sponsorship of the Nov Quarterly Meeting Refreshments  
$50   Cleaning supplies for Pioneer Village     
$75   Acid-free storage units for artifact preservation     
$100 Sponsorship of the Nov Quarterly Meeting speaker                 
$100 Sponsorship of the Nov  Newsletter 
 
The Ozaukee County Historical Society is a 501c3 organization.  All 
contributions are tax deductible. 

Submitted by:  Nina Look, Archivist 

CHECK US OUT! 
 

The OCHS is in the process of updating the 
look and information on their WEBSITE.   
  

            www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us 
 

HELP WANTED 
Docent/Tour Guide—Part-Time Position to help with school tours/village tours during months of Sept/Oct and May/June.  
Daytime hours.  Summer weekend hours also available.  Must have love for history and ability to lead a class/group in his-
torical tour type setting.  Must have a flexible schedule.  Ideal position for a retired teacher.  Please contact Jean Steinke at 
jean.steinke@gmail.com or call:  414-339-1513.  This is a paid position. 
Volunteer Position Available:  Newsletter Editor-Please contact Jean Steinke at jean.steinke@gmail.com or 414-339-1513. 



 

   

    

   

 

 

2018 OCHS Membership Application 
Membership is from January 1st through December 31st 

 
          Sign me up! I’m ready to be a part of history! 

Enclosed please find my:       Renewal                New Membership 
 

 Individual $20         Husband/Wife/Family $40 (incl. children) 

 Individual Lifetime $225      Husband/Wife Lifetime $350 

 Business/Professional $75 
 

Name: _______________________Spouse:_____________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ 
City: ________________________________State:____ Zip:___________ 

Phone: __________________________Number of Children (under 18)__ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ 
(We will never share your email address) 

Yes, please contact me when you need volunteer help! 

Ozaukee County Historical Society 

N57 W6406 Center Street 

P.O. Box 206 

Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Ozaukee County Historical Society 

N57 W6406 Center Street -PO Box 206 

Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 

www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

262-377-4510 

E-Mail:  ozaukeearchivist@gmail.com 

I want to make a contribution to history. Enclosed please find my additional tax-deductible contribution specified 

for:  
General Operations     Interurban Depot Preservation Fund 

Oz Cty Pioneer Village                                                                                  Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

Stony Hill School                                                                       Scholarship Fund  

Oz Cty Pioneer Village Hall Remodel   Memorial in memory of: ___________________________________       


