
TIMELINES 

Quarterly Meeting: Monday Nov. 7, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

CREATING A LIVING LEGACY 
 

 

 
 

November 2016  

 

Inside This Issue 

PAGE 2……..MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

PAGE 3……..EVENT SCHEDULE—2017 

PAGE 4……..NEWS & EVENTS 

PAGE 7……..FEAUTRE STORY 

PAGE 8…… .NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVES 

PAGE 9……..THANK YOU DONORS  

 

Join the Ozaukee County Historical Society on Monday 
evening, November 7, at the Cedarburg Cultural Center, 
as we focus on preserving and sharing oral histories. Our 
speaker for the evening is lifelong Ozaukee County resi-
dent Dick Liersch, founder of “My Living Legacy”.  
 
For over 35 years, Dick has been video recording life  
stories. His passion for saving these stories has evolved 
from a hobby into a “how-to” compact disc called “My 
Living Legacy,” sold on Amazon.  Dick will teach us all the 
basics on how to video record a life story for both person-
al family use and for historical societies. He will cover the 
equipment needed and the “how-to” including the “who, 
what, where and when”—and the “do’s and don’ts” of 
the recording process.  Dick will also discuss lighting and 
sound and how to prepare interview questions. 
 
In addition to recording life stories as a business, Dick us-
es his free time as the volunteer videographer for the 
Ozaukee County Historical Society and the Port Washing-
ton Historical Society. Dick has lots of interesting stories 
to tell about the people he has met, as well as his own 
personal experiences, such as when he was capturing his 
father’s life story, he discovered his father and Charles 
Lindbergh were flight students together!  
 
 “My Living Legacy,” besides being available in the United 
States, is also sold in Europe, Canada and Australia.  
 
Join us in learning how to preserve memories for future 
generations of families and friends.    

   Our Quarterly Meeting will be held Mon-

day, Nov. 7 at the Cedarburg Cultural Cen-

ter (W62 N546 Washington Ave.,  

Cedarburg).   

   The business meeting begins at 7:00 pm, 

with the presentation starting at 7:30 pm. 

This event is free and open to the public.  

Complimentary refreshments provided;  

free,  on-site parking is available. 

Dick Liersch 

Founder, My Living Legacy 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Jean Steinke, President 
 

Allen Buchholz, 1st Vice-President 
 

Mary Ann Velnetske, 2nd Vice-President 
 

Barbara Howard Zyvoloski, Secretary  
 

Tom Hogan, Treasurer 
 

Kay Dahlke, Newsletter Editor—Publicity 
 

Carole Fairweather, Tour Coordinator 
 

Bill Grunwald, Antique Tractor Show 
 

Denise Jamrozy, Food Service  

                                               Coordinator 
 

Judy Jepson, Quarterly Program Chair 
 

Tom Oliver, Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Tami Viesselmann, Asst Food Service  

                                                     Coordinator        
 

 

SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Dr. Nina Look, Archivist 
 

Jane Butz, Assistant Archivist 
 

Don Engelbert, Membership  
 

Curt Gruenwald,  Director Emeritus— 

        Computer Support/Past President 

 

Dick Liersch, Videographer 
 

Patrick Jentges, Stony Hill School  

                                                     Caretaker 
 

Jim and Sally Punzel,  
   Ozaukee Cty Pioneer Village Caretakers 

 
 

 

Dear OCHS Members and Friends, 
 
 We’ve come to the close of another OCHS Event Season.  

Thank you to all for helping to make this year a success by your 

support of the OCHS thru volunteering, membership, financial 

support, attendance at our events and just spreading your excitement 

for all that we are doing to preserve our Ozaukee County History.   

  

 Since the last newsletter, we’ve participated in the County 

Fair, held a wonderfully successful Bluegrass Event, welcomed 

“fall” at Autumn at the Village and enjoyed our first fundraising 

luncheon.  School Tours at Stony Hill School and Oz Cty Pioneer 

Village have been completed and we thank Carole Fairweather and 

our docents for sharing their love of history with these 

schoolchildren. 

  

 Plans are in process for 2017 and a new event schedule is 

enclosed in the newsletter.  Please mark your calendars! 

 

 If you volunteered for us this year, please join us at our 

Volunteer Dinner on November 5.  We want to thank you for your 

help and it is always a fun evening.  More information included in 

this newsletter. 

 

 Hoping to make history with you all in 2017! 

 

     Jean Steinke, President 

 RENEW YOUR 2017 MEMBERSHIP 
 
This is the last newsletter in 2017... just a reminder to renew 
your membership and support the Ozaukee County Historical 
Society in their quest to preserve and share Ozaukee’s rich his-
tory. 
 

Membership renewal information is on the back of the newslet-
ter.  An annual membership would be a wonderful birthday or 
holiday gift! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! ~ 2017 EVENT SCHEDULE 

OZAUKEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

EVENT SCHEDULE—2017 

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village  

4880 County Hwy I - Saukville, WI 53080 
 

Fri, May 19, 2017 

 WWII “School/Community Group Day” Pre-Event Educational Program 
 

Sat, May 20, 2017 

3rd Annual… World War II Event  

Theme:  The Falaise Gap: An Army on the Run 
  

Sun, June 11, 2017  

Free Admission & Heritage Demonstration Day at the Village 
 

Sun, June 11, 2017 

National Flag Day Program & Celebration 

 Note Location:  Stony Hill School, 5595 Hwy. I, Fredonia  

“The birthplace of National Flag Day” 
 

Sat & Sun, June 24 and 25, 2017 

Strawberry Fest ~ Rummage Sale at the  Archives 

Note Location:  Hazel Wirth Center—Downtown Cedarburg 
 

Sat & Sun, July 15 and 16, 2017 

“Antique Tractor and Equipment Show” - Wisconsin Antique Tractor Power Reunion 
 

Sun, August  13, 2017 

Bluegrass at the Village  
 

September 9, 2017 

New Event…  To be Determined 
 

Sat, October 7, 2017 

Autumn at the Village 

 

 

                             QTRLY/EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATIONS 

                                       MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

                                                                         1st Monday Eve in February, May, August and November 

                                                                  Location:  Cedarburg Cultural Center 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

POETRY READING AT THE TRAIN DEPOT 

Buggy Acquired by Pioneer Village 
 

         Brian Harris of West Bend recently donated this 

beautiful turn-of-the-century doctor’s buggy to Ozaukee 

County Pioneer Village. Brian found the buggy in a barn 

in Kiel, WI and restored it to its original condition. We 

thank Brian for this generous gift.  

Remembering Gerald Carman 

         Gerald Carman, a longtime member and Docent at the 

Village has passed away. Gerry continued his volunteer 

work after he moved to Waukesha. He dropped membership 

and volunteering in 2015 for health reasons. You could  

“usually” find Gerry in the Trading Post, welcoming people 

to the Village. He’s pictured at the Trading Post with Ruth 

McVay. He will truly be missed. 

 

 The Ozaukee County His-

torical Society partnered with the 

Oscar Grady Library on Sunday, 

Sept. 24 at the Train Depot at 

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village.  

Jen Gerber and the library staff 

read their favorite poems from a 

book they recently republished by      

Harrington Williams called 

“Whistle-Stop Poems.”  
 

Many of the poems reflect life 

in our county during the 1920’s 

—1940s.   
 

The books is available for $10 

as a fundraiser at the Oscar Grady 

Public Library.  
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"Hints for the Hustling Housewife"  

Excerpt from the Cedarburg Cookbook © 1925 
 

Tomato Bisque from Mrs. J.F. Wittenberg 

 

     ½ can Tomatoes  

1 T. Chopped Onion 

1 t. Sugar 

A Pinch of Salt & Pepper 

1 T. Butter 

1 Quart of Milk 

1/2 t. Soda 

1 T. Cornstarch 

  

Stew tomatoes with water and onions for half an hour. 

Add sugar, salt, pepper and butter. Heat milk in a double 

OCHS at the Ozaukee County Fair 
Thank you to the Arnold Kaul Jr. and the whole Kaul family for sharing their glass plate photo collection at the OCHS  
display during Ozaukee County Fair in August.  The public enjoyed the photos taken from 1905 to 1920 by Grandfather 
Friedrich and father, Arnold Kaul Sr. depicting life on their homestead in Grafton and surrounding areas.  The photogra-
phers had a keen eye for detail and much is learned about life in Ozaukee County at this time in history. 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————

ORAL HISTORY PROGRESS 
 

 Oral history efforts continue at the OCHS…  Thanks to Dick Liersch for his volunteer Videographer work for the Ozau-
kee County Historical Society.  Thanks to the following who have been recently recorded: 

Arnold “Huns” Kaul Jr. 
 Huns was recorded at his home church, St. Paul Lutheran Church in Grafton.   Topics included life in the early times of 
Ozaukee County going back generations.   
               Vivian Laabs and Stuart Scherf 
 Vivian and twin brother Stuart Scherf focused on their family history with the Interurban.  They brought along per-
sonal Interurban related items owned and used by their father at the time the Interurban was in operation. 

The Kohlwey Family 
 We met at the home of Alfred and June Kohlwey and recorded a kitchen table discussion of the family history and 
stories including the founding of Cedarburg Dairy, early Ozaukee farm life and early times in Ozaukee County.  Participating 
were Alfred and June Kohlwey, Otto Kohlwey, Loraine Kohlwey, Polly Morrison and Liz Last.   
 
Please contact Jean Steinke at 414-339-1513 (jean.steinke@gmail.com) if you know of someone who has a history to record. 



November 2016 PAGE 6 

OZAUKEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ~ www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/ 

 
Autumn at the VillageAutumn at the Village  

Bluegrass at the VillageBluegrass at the Village  

A little rain never stood in the 
way of the real pioneers and 
it didn’t dampen the day of 
activities at Autumn at the 
Village Oct 1.. Almost 300 
attended, with historic 
demonstrations to see in each 
of the buildings, plus lots of 
crafts for kids big and small. 
The chili, cornbread and 
chicken dumpling soup sold 
out and everyone had a great 
time. A great BIG “thank 
you” to the Kohl’s Cares 
volunteers who came out that 
evening after the event and 
cleaned the bathrooms, 
vacuumed and swept the 
buildings to get ready for the 
fall school tours in full force 
Monday, Oct 4! 

 

Bluegrass at the 

Village exceed-

ed all records and 

expectations, 

with more than   

in attendance. 

The weather was 

perfect and, 

based on great 

comments, every-

one had a great 

time.  
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The Milwaukee Cedarburg Plank Road: Pathway of the Past 
Written by OCHS Archives Volunteer:  Adam Azzalino 

In the years following statehood, the major means of travel used by Wisconsin farmers were plank roads. They were often dubbed 

“farmers’ highways” by their promotors and the press because of the advantages the roads gave to farmers who were transporting crops to 

market. Plank roads were constructed by setting two parallel timbers a road’s width apart and then laying wooden planks, usually 3 feet 

thick, across them. Plank roads offered stability over dirt and gravel roadways created by early settlers because, unlike their predecessor 

paths, they could be traversed in all seasons and weather conditions. 

 In 1851 William Kingsford, an English-born Canadian Civil Engineer involved with the construction of plank roads in New York, 

wrote an influential pamphlet promoting plank roads to Americans. Kingsford described how plank roads would make rural farmers more 

connected to and active in their local communities: “Sunday, the farmer can go to church with regularity, which was not always possible in 

the fall, when the church was one fourth of a mile from the farm. He can live with more friendliness with his neighbors - for the plank 

roads have led to an increased intercourse between families. Socially, the farmer becomes a better and a wiser man. He can meet people of 

his own pursuits more   frequently, and converse upon prices current and improved modes of farming …” 

There is some debate among transportation historians about where the first plank road was laid in the United States. Some sources 

suggest that the initial thoroughfare was opened in Syracuse, New York, in July of 1846. Philip P. Mason, however, contends the first 

plank road was chartered in Michigan in 1837. Regardless of their place or date of origin in the United States, plank roads became a domi-

nant feature of travel in Wisconsin for a period of 20 years beginning in the 1850s and ending in the 1870s. Daniel Klein and John Majew-

ski have found that 130 plank roads were charted in Wisconsin during that era. According to Klein and Majewski, only Wisconsin, of all 

the states with plank roads that they studied, continued to construct them past 1857, creating its last one in 1871. 

Plank roads were approved by the Wisconsin state legislature and private companies backed by stockholders were formed to carry out 

construction. In 1850, the legislature chartered the Milwaukee and Fond Du Lac Plank Road with a stock of $150,000. This road cut 

through Ozaukee County, beginning at Milwaukee’s Teutonia Avenue, extending along the route of the modern-day Cedarburg Road. In 

1860 when the Milwaukee and Fond du Lac Plank Road fell into foreclosure, the owners of the mortgage, Henry Kirchoff and John Hiltz, 

decided to purchase the property and the Milwaukee-Cedarburg Plank Road.    

The road was maintained by collecting funds at a series of tollgates. The toll to pass through Mequon was a penny per horse per mile. 

Carl F. Wilbert, Mequon’s first Mayor and author of a history of the town, described how the tollgates functioned between Cedarburg to-

ward Milwaukee:  “Travelers with single or double means of conveyance from Cedarburg south to Milwaukee had to pass through 2 toll-

gates.  This would cost 4 cents per horse or eight cents for a double horse vehicle. And the money so collected was used for the upkeep of 

the road. People driving to church were not required to pay tolls. These tollgates, 2 of them, were placed on 1/4 mile north of Highland 

Road with the second 1/2 mile south of Donges Bay Road. These tollgates required an attendant to be on duty 24 hours a day and night.” 

Wilbert also described two troublesome spots for travelers where farm wagons would get bogged down in the fresh spring mud. A 

spring bubbled under the railroad tracks near Thiensville about a half a block off Division Street toward the Cedarburg Road and the water 

would seep into the road and churn it into a quagmire that would entrap wagon wheels. Farmers had to extract their wagons “…. (by using) 

a second team of horses to be hitched onto the mired wagon and horses to pull them out of the mud.”  

At another difficult spot near Brown Deer where the Green Bay Road and Cedarburg Road split, Wilbert described how farmers coop-

erated to help each other get unstuck from the mud. Wilbert wrote: “… farmers were accustomed to carry big log chains on their wagons 

when hauling their produce in the spring and fall of the year. During a rainy season, the road was nearly impassible on this particular spot. 

Farmers would help each other; if one got mired, another would unhitch one team and hook it on to the other by means of the chain and 

thus pull first one and then the other out of the axle deep mud.”  The Cedarburg Road 

was plagued by water problems well into the twentieth century. In 1924, a flood in 

Thiensville coincided with the anniversary of the opening of the plank road. The flood-

waters were so deep that residents could ride in their boats along the route. 

 Initially thought of as an innovative solution to transportation problems, plank 

roads proved difficult to maintain. Planks would expand and turn brittle in summer 

temperatures, leading to surface fractures, and wet winter weather would often rot them 

after five years of use.  Philip P. Mason estimates that in Michigan the annual cost of 

repairing the roads was 20 to 30 percent of the cost of initial construction. There were 

other drawbacks as well. The hard planks often led to the injury of animals, and some 

farmers resented paying tolls. Sources indicate that the old plank road was paved and 

then locally maintained into the 1910s and was transferred to the state Highway Com-

mission in 1962.                  



Ozaukee County History Research at the Hazel Wirth 

Archives Research Center 
 

Visit the Center for on-site staff-assisted research during the following hours: 
 

Tuesdays from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

Second and Fourth Monday Evening from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 pm 

 

Arrangements for special appointments at other times can be made by calling 

262-377-4510 and leaving a message for the Archives staff.  If you would like 

the volunteer staff to conduct research for you send an e-mail to Center Archivist 

at: ozaukeearchivist@gmail.com  

    Or send a letter to:  

Archives Research Request, OCHS,  

P. O. Box 206, Cedarburg, WI  53012 

 

There is a $5.00 per hour fee for on-site research which is assisted by Center 

staff, but no charge for OCHS members.  The first hour of a staff-conducted 

request is $25.00 with a $10.00 per hour fee for each additional hour.   

 

The Center volunteers look forward to assisting you! 

NEWS FROM THE HAZEL WIRTH ARCHIVE  

RESEARCH CENTER 
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Recent Surname Search 
 

Many valuable donations have 
been received by the Society.  
The following is a partial list. 
We thank our generous donors 
for their support of our mission 
to collect and preserve the 
history of Ozaukee County. 
 

Arnz 
Bach 

Boerner 
Brendemuhl 

Coe 
Darkow 

Fink 
Gierach 
Gonwa 
Groth 
Huiras 
Jaeger 

Krueger 
Lauterbach 

Lemke 
Lueck 

Menzel 
Meyer 

Munkwitz 
O’Keefe/Keefe/Kief 

Radmer 
Ropeter 
Van Ells 
Wessel 
Zettler 

 

 

 

Nina Look, Archivist 

Archivist 

 Guardian Angels 
 

In the past year several of our OCHS members have served as 

“Guardian Angels” and generously given a little bit beyond their  

membership dues.  Would you please join them with your financial  

support of the society’s monthly and quarterly expenses?   

Donations to OCHS are tax deductible. 

 

Sponsorship towards OCHS  Newsletter                                          $100  

Sponsorship of a Quarterly Meeting speaker        $100 

Underwriting for meeting venue rent         $100 

Acid-free storage containers for collection preservation       $100 

Cleaning supplies for Archives and Pioneer Village projects        $75 

Office supply store gift card                         $50 

Hardware store gift card             $50 

 

mailto:ozaukeearchivist@gmail.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

OCHS Artifact Donors 

The following individuals have generously donated 

artifacts to the Society.  Our volunteer staff make 

every effort to record, preserve and store the important 

history of Ozaukee County.  Every attempt has been 

made to ensure the completeness of this list.  Please 

notify us at (262) 377-4510 if your name has been 

omitted or incorrectly listed. 

                                                      Nina Look, Archivist 

Recent Donations to the Hazel Wirth Archives 

Research Center 

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village 

Stony Hill School 
 

Many valuable donations have been recently received by 

the Society. The following is a partial list.  We thank our 

generous donors for their support of our mission to 

collect and preserve the history of Ozaukee County. 
 

General Donations Fund 

                 M. Perry Perkins  
 

  Pioneer Village Fund 
                         Annie McNitt 
 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center  Fund 

                    Renata Rappold  
 

Memorials 
 

                                Dan Roos Memorials 
            William and Sally Kupkovits 
   

Nina Look, Archivist 
September 27, 2016 

 

Katie Linden 
Kathleen Rieter 
Trudy Paradis 

Robin Paridis Kent 
Cedarburg Fired Department 

Paul Schneble 
C. Steffen  

2016 Event Season 

It’s hard to believe the 2016 event season is almost 

over. Thank you to the 150+ Volunteers for sharing 

their time and talent at the Archives and in making 

spring clean-up, WWII, Flag Day, Heritage Day, 

rummage sales, County Fair Booth, Tractor Show, 

Bluegrass, Autumn at the Village and Victorian  

Secrets events fun and successful.  

 

Still ahead are:  

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner,  
Saturday, November 5, 2016 
Grafton Christmas Parade 
Saturday, November 26, 2016 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

Saturday, November 5 

This year’s theme is “Plaid.” Doors open at 5 pm, 

dinner served 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm at the Grafton  

Senior Center (same location as last year)  

1665 7th Ave., Grafton.  

 

Thank you for sharing your time, gift, and talents 

with OCHS!  

 

See you in 2017! 

Tom Oliver 

Volunteer Coordinator 

262-377-4510 

www.volunteerochs@gmail.com 

Notes from Tom Oliver… Volunteer Coordinator 



 

Shipping Address Here 

5555 Street Address  
City, US 55555 

WWW.CO.OZAUKEE.US/OCHS. 

   

 

 

2017 OCHS Membership Application 
Membership is from January 1st through December 31st 

 
          Sign me up! I’m ready to be a part of history! 

Enclosed please find my:       Renewal                New Membership 
 

 Individual $20         Husband/Wife/Family $40 (incl. children) 

 Individual Lifetime $225      Husband/Wife Lifetime $350 

 Business/Professional $75 
 

Name: _______________________Spouse:____________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________State:____ Zip:___________ 

Phone:_____________________Number of Children (under 18)__ 

Email:__________________________________________________ 
(We will never share your email address) 

Yes, please call when you need volunteer help! 
Ozaukee County Historical Society 

N57 W6406 Center Street 

P.O. Box 206 

Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Ozaukee County Historical Society 

N57 W6406 Center Street 

PO Box 206 

Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 

www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

262-377-4510 

ozaukeearchivist@gmail.com 

I want to make a contribution to history. Enclosed please find my additional tax-deductible contribution specified 

for:  
Oz Cty Pioneer Village                                                                     Interurban Depot Preservation Fund 

Stony Hill School                                                                                  Archives Research Center 

Village Restoration Fund                                                                     Scholarship Fund  

Oz Cty Pioneer Village Hall Remodel   Memorial in memory of: __________________________-_______       


