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OZAUKEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
~ Plank, Wheel & Rail ~ 

Transportation in Early Wisconsin 
Speaker:  Jim Willaert 

 

QUARTERLY MEETING & PRESENTATION 
Monday, August 7, 2017 

Meeting 7:00 p.m.~Presentation 7:30 p.m. 
 

Free Event—Open to the Public 
Location:  Cedarburg Cultural Center 

Toll Roads… Plank Roads… Railroads… 
 
Toll roads were not just for our neighbors in the 
south!  Innovation flourished in the late 19th  
century.  Technological advancement brought 
significant changes to the way we lived, worked 
and traveled.  Plank road and railroad companies 
crowded the landscape of Southeastern  
Wisconsin.  Each group rushed to bring the first toll road to their part of the state. 
 
Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Fond du Lac counties were a hub of activity during these early years.   
Sheboygan competed with Milwaukee to become the primary port on Lake Michigan.  Fond du Lac 
served as a transportation hub, bringing resources across Lake Winnebago and farm goods from the 
interior to the ports along the state’s eastern coast.  Plank roads and railroads helped bring these 
dreams to life. 
 
Our speaker for the evening is Jim Willaert, Curator of Interpretation and Collections at the Wade 
House Historic Site in Greenbush, Wisconsin.  The Wade House is one of 12 historic sites and  
museums operated by the Wisconsin Historical Society.  Willaert has worked in the history field for 
more than 25 years.  Prior to being at the Wade House, he worked at the Conner Prairie Interactive 
History Park in Indiana.  He holds a Masters Degree in History from Eastern Illinois University. 
 
Our Quarterly Meeting will be held Monday, August 7, at the Cedarburg Cultural Center, W62 N546 
Washington Ave., Cedarburg. The business meeting begins at 7:00 pm, with the presentation at 7:30 
pm. This event is free and open to the public. Complimentary refreshments are provided; free, on-
site parking is available. 

HARRY POTTER EVENT is being POSTPONED until our 2018 Season! 
This event originally slated for September of this year is being moved to our 2018 season to provide you with a 

more magical Harry Potter experience.  Please consider volunteering and assisting us with this event. 
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MESSAGE … 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Jean Steinke, President 
 

Allen Buchholz, 1st Vice-President 
 

Mary Ann Velnetske, 2nd Vice-President 
 

Barbara Howard Zyvoloski, Secretary  
 

Don Borgwardt, Treasurer 
 

Carole Fairweather, Tour Coordinator 
 

Denise Jamrozy, Food Service Coordinator                                      
 

Judy Jepson, Quarterly Program Chair 
 

Becky Miller,  Marketing Coordinator 
 

Tom Oliver, Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Tami Viesselmann, Asst Food Service  
                                        Coordinator 

 
 

SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Dr. Nina Look, Archivist 
 

Jane Butz, Assistant Archivist 
 

Don Engelbert, Membership   
 

Curt Gruenwald,  Director Emeritus— 
        Computer Support/Past President 

 

Dick Liersch, Videographer 
 

Patrick Jentges  
Stony Hill School Caretaker                                                 

 

Jim and Sally Punzel  
   Ozaukee Cty Pioneer Village Caretakers 

 
 

TOUR GUIDES/DOCENTS 
 

Jackie Burmesch 
Donna Smith 
Ina Wenzler 
Linda Ziebell 

Dear OCHS Members and Friends, 

 

 

We are in the midst of a very busy OCHS Event Season!   This 

newsletter is filled with successful events already held and  

information on upcoming opportunities to enjoy local history 

still yet to come... 

 

THANK YOU!   We are truly blessed with so many wonderful 

volunteers who help the OCHS to preserve our unique Ozaukee 

County history.  As we tell you about all of our events, there are 

so many people behind the scenes working together to keep 

everything running smoothly.  We don’t say “thank you” often 

enough.  We don’t send out enough “thank you” notes, but we 

want you all to know that you are appreciated!  We can’t do it 

without the whole group of generous people who help. 

 

Of importance…  We have made a decision to postpone our 

Harry Potter Event originally scheduled for September of this 

year to our 2018 season.  Harry Potter is a huge deal and turn-

ing out to be bigger than we anticipated.  We need a little more 

time and a lot more volunteers to make this happen for a  

successful experience.  More information will be forthcoming.  

Watch for the “wizardry” in 2018. 

 

There is still time to make history!  The OCHS display at the 

Grafton Public Library will be up until the end of July.  There 

are a couple of days to get over and check it out.  We will be at 

the Ozaukee County Fair Aug 2-6.  Bluegrass Music is in the 

air on Sunday, August 13.  School Tours start up again in  

September.  October brings us Autumn at the Village and our 

2nd Annual (historical focused) Fundraising Luncheon.   

 

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village is open weekends from noon 

until 5:00 p.m thru mid-October.  Enjoy a leisurely afternoon 

basking in Ozaukee History.  Until next time… 

 

    Jean Steinke, President 

     

The Ozaukee County Historical Society has an open Volunteer Position of Newsletter Editor.  Please contact Jean Steinke 

(jean.steinke@gmail.com) if you are interested and can help out with this position.  We are looking for an organized person 

who works well under deadlines/pressure and has skills in Microsoft Publisher or another similar graphics design program.  
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THIRD ANNUAL WWII EVENT... A SUCCESS! 

Joe and Edna Zadra from West Bend, 
both 95, enjoy the USO style dance with 
family and friends.  Joe is a WWII Battle 
of the Bulge veteran.  

 

Young reenactors listen to 
Joe Zadra, Battle of the Bulge  
Veteran, describe the winter 
of 1944.  

This half track was one of the vehicles brought to the WWII event by 
the Military Museum in Oshkosh. 

A large crowd enjoyed the USO style dance with the  
orchestra Swing Nouveau sponsored by Five Corners GMC. 

Over 150 reenactors staged battles as well as  
putting on demonstrations and exhibits. 

 
These German soldiers prepared for one of the three major battles. 

All photos taken by Gary Heller and Allen Buchholz. 
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HONORING FLAG DAY AT STONY HILL SCHOOL—JUNE 2017 

YOU’RE  
A  

GRAND 
OLD 
FLAG 

Photos by: 
Barbara Howard-Zyvoloski 
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The next quarterly 
newsletter will con-
tain pictures of the 
recent Tractor Show 
at Ozaukee County 
Pioneer Village—
John Deere was the 
featured tractor in 
2017! 

 

The Kaul Family Glass Plate Photo 
Collection is on display at the  
Grafton Public Library during the 
month of July.  Thank you to 
Huns Kaul (pictured) for sharing 
his photos, original camera and 
other memorabilia for this  
display.  Thank you to Jane Butz 
(also pictured) of the OCHS for 
creating the display.  The Kaul 
collection is a wonderful depic-
tion of early Grafton area photo-
graphs circa 1905-1920. 

GLASS PLATE  
PHOTO COLLECTION  
AT GRAFTON LIBARY 

Huns Kaul and Jane Butz at the Grafton Public Library 
admiring the Kaul Glass Plate Photo Collection. 

The annual OCHS Rummage Sale was held June 24 
and 25 at the LaBudde Building in downtown Cedar-
burg (next to the OCHS Archives) during the Strawber-
ry Festival.  The rummage sale continued at the Tractor 
Show in mid-July and turned out to be very successful! 
 
We greatly appreciate and would like to thank Rich 
Erickson of LaBuddge Group for the use of their build-
ing and patronage.  Thank you to First Immanuel 
Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church, St. Francis Borgia 
and the Wisconsin Museum of Quilt and Fiber Arts for 
donating remaining items from each of their rummage 
sales. 
 
Thank you all who worked to make this project  
successful… especially the hard work and coordination 
by the Engelbert and Velnetske families. 
 
All monies earned go towards the Village Hall Remod-
eling Project. 

… AND THE BAND PLAYED ON! 

 

OCHS AT THE COUNTY FAIR 
The OCHS will again have a booth at the Ozaukee County Fair August 2-6.   Come check us out!  
This year’s theme will feature historical musical instruments/bands from Ozaukee County.  We 
will be located in the commercial building.  Call Tom Oliver, OCHS Volunteer Coordinator, if you 
are available to work a two-hour shift in our fair booth.   
 

Phone:  262-483-1445 or E-Mail:  volunteerochs@gmail.com 
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Bluegrass at the Village- August 13, 2017 

 

Enjoy a sample of the best bluegrass bands in the state. Bluegrass at the Village will be held on Sunday,  
August 13th.  This year’s lineup includes: Pickin’ Up Speed, Chicken Wire Empire, Macon River Ramblers, 
Hand-Picked Bluegrass and Big Cedar.  New to Bluegrass at the Village this year, is Hand-Picked Bluegrass 
from Tomahawk, WI. Back by popular demand are Macon River Ramblers and Big Cedar. These bands bring 
different sounds to the stage from traditional to gospel to americana. Links to the band websites can be 
found at http://www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us/ 
 
In addition to the outstanding bluegrass music, young fiddlers show off their talent around the village. A 
wide selection of food and beverages can be enjoyed, including craft beers at the beer tent. Show off your 
talents by participating in the "Kitchen Band". Some of the homemade instruments will be the washboard, 
washtub, stump fiddle and jug.  
 
Tickets may be purchased the day of the event and are a real bargain: $10.00 for Adults and $8.00 for sen-
iors and students. Children 5 years of age and under are free. The grounds open a half hour earlier at 11:00 
and music starts at 12:00 and music continues to 6:00PM. Rain-or-Shine - We now have over 400 seats un-
der the big tent or bring a chair or blanket for those who want to soak up the sun.  
 
Thank you to this year’s sponsors: Grand Sponsor: Port Washington State Bank, Major Sponsors: Jon & 

Sandy Dehlinger, BMO Harris Bank-West Bend, Palermo’s Pizza, Badgerland Bluegrass Music Association, 

and other sponsors: Velnetske Law Offices, LLC, Newman Chevrolet, Safelite Autoglass, Richmond Invest-

ment Services, LLC, Kolb & Associates,  

Edward Jones-Jim Asplin, and Wayne’s  

Drive-In. 

2017 Bluegrass Line Up 
 
12:00 p.m.  Pickin’ Up Speed 
  1:00 p.m.  Chicken Wire Empire 
  2:30 p.m.  Mecan River Ramblers 
  3:30 p.m.  Hand-Picked Bluegrass Band 
  5:00 p.m.  Big Cedar 

Members of Hand-Picked Bluegrass 
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The article below was written by OCHS Member and 
Volunteer, Adam Azallino.  It was printed earlier this 
year in the News Graphic prior to our WWII Event in 
May.  We thought you might enjoy this “Historical  
Snippet” of Ozaukee County history.  The article and 
photograph are reprinted from the News Graphic with 
permission of the author. 

Submitted by Mary Ann Velnetske 
from the Cedarburg Cook Book 1922 

The Second World War ended in 1945, 72 years ago this year.  That conflict profoundly 

shaped the country and an entire generation, as sixteen million Americans entered the ser-

vice.  Collecting and celebrating the stories of those men and women has become increas-

ingly important as the remaining members of that “Greatest Generation” increasingly pass 

from the scene.  Indeed, the Veterans Administration figures note that 372 World War II 

veterans are being lost a day. 

 

Recently, Renata “Renny” Rappold of Cedarburg donated her husband Ken’s dress naval 

uniform to the Ozaukee County Historical Society.  She also allowed us to make a copy of 

her wedding photo that shows Ken sporting the uniform.  Items like these allow us to bet-

ter understand how large events like World war II affected local communities. 

Ken Rappold recounted his wartime wedding in the book Back from Duty 2: More Stories 

from Ozaukee County’s Veterans:  “We only had nine days to get everything ready, but 

she did all the work.  This was during rationing, so when someone got married, you’d 

have to go around and collect coupons from people so you could have enough sugar for 

your wedding cake. My father-in-law butchered a calf so we could have veal for our wed-

ding meal.”  Ken and Rennie were married for 70 years. 

 

Ken reflected on how he came to join the Navy in 1943: “In 1943 I received a notice from 

the government cordially inviting me to attend instruction for the service.  I went to the 

draft board and I was given a choice as to which branch of the service I wanted to enter.  

Two other fellows from Cedarburg and I all joined the Navy because we wanted to do 

something different.” 

 

When Ken shipped to Hawaii his unit prepared to train for active combat but four days 

after arriving in Hawaii an accident prevented participating.  Ken recounted the night: 

“The fourth day after we arrived in Hawaii, we were on our way back from the rifle range 

via a Navy “bus,” which was really a semi-truck with the upper half of the sides removed.  

We were coming around a sugar-cane field when we were sideswiped by an Army truck.  

I was sitting on the steps because the bus was so crowded, and I ended up fracturing       

my left knee.  I spent two months in the hospital because infection had set it.” 

 

After his recovery he was placed on light duty and assigned to work in the                    

post office on Barber’s Point, a Naval Air Station.  He recalled his duties                          

in the interview:  “I had my share of guard duty besides working in the                           

post office.  I sorted mail and made out money orders.”  Ken returned                            

safely home to Rennie to raise a family.  He passed away in 2015. 

ORAL HISTORY 
 

If you have a family member or 
know someone who has a strong 
knowledge of Ozaukee history or 
has  a story to share, please  
contact:    
 
  Jean Steinke 

jean.steinke @gmail.com   
414-339-1513   

 
Set up a time to record these  
historic treasures. 
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With heartfelt thanks to our OCHS donors…! 

Artifact, Fund and Service Donors 
 

The following individuals have generously 

donated artifacts and funds to the Society.  

Our volunteer staff make every effort to rec-

ord, preserve and store the important history 

of Ozaukee County.  Every attempt has been 

made to ensure the completeness of this list.  

Please notify us at (262)377-4510 if your 

name has been omitted or incorrectly listed. 

 

Funds 

Jane Butz 

Nina Look and Fred Derr 

Scott and Mary Mueller 

Mary Lou McPhillips 

Colin Sandell 

 

Artifacts 

Buchholz Family 

Barbara Dochow 

Ruth Gollnick 

Pete and Mary Gramoll 

Renny Rappold 

Nina Walker 

Kathy and Glen Wille 

 

Photograph Services 

Gary Heller 

 

Recent Donations to: 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center  

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village 

Stony Hill School 

 
Many valuable donations have been recently received by the 

Society.  The following is a partial list.  We thank our generous 

donors for their support of our mission to “collect and preserve 

the history of Ozaukee County”. 

 

Military 

Complete US Navy uniform of Kenneth Rappold, Cedarburg 

Bluejackets manual, 1940 

 

General Donations 

Advertising pencils 

Advertising yard stick, Central Dry Goods/Alston’s, Cedarburg 

Oil lantern 

Colonial Bank Deposit bag 

Framed artwork and certificates 

 

School Documents 

Grafton Public Schools 

St. Joseph Catholic School 

St. Paul Lutheran School 

Lakefield School 

Ulao School 

Town Ten School 

 

Books, Maps and Pamphlets 

Ozaukee County plat map book, 1954 

Train books, magazines and tapes 

1892 Plat Map book of Washington and Ozaukee Counties 

Ozaukee County Cookbooks 

 

Genealogies 

Keitel 

Ward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs and Prints 

Damerow Farm 

Belgium 

Concrete block factory in Port Washington 

Thiensville schools and sports teams 

Pioneer Village 

Ritter House and Ritter Soda Water Factory 

Thank you all…! 

Submited by:  Nina Look, Archivist 
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Recent Research Subjects: 

 
 

Recent Surname Research:  

 

Volunteer teamwork of Colin and Jane… 
Thanks to Colin Sandell and Jane Butz for 
tackling window washing duties at the 
Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center. 

Visit the Center for on-site staff-assisted research  
during the following hours: 

 
Tuesdays from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

 
Second and Fourth Monday night  

from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
 

Volunteer Joe McGinty getting 
ready to put in a days volunteering at 
the Archives…  thanks Joe! 

The Hidden Treasure Map 
 

Can you remember being a curious child who read a book about hidden 
treasures?  Or, did you see a Disney movie about an adventurous young 
group of friends who found a map and traced it to buried treasure.  Perhaps 
you and your friends made a pretend map and discovered buried treasure in 
your backyard. 
 

New OCHS Archives Center Volunteer, Colin Sandell, has had just that experi-
ence as he sorts through the collection of maps.  Together with UW-Madison 
Summer Intern Victoria Paige, Colin has discovered a wealth of information in 
the back shelves of the Center.  Road maps tell the story of how our com-
merce was developed.  Plat maps tell an intriguing story of our ancestor’s 
early days in townships and villages.   
 

This mjap collection is truly a hidden treasure for OCHS researchers.  Do you 

have an old map or two in your family collection?  If you do, please contact 

Colin at the Archives Center (377-4510) so that he can assess their value to 

Ozaukee County history.  Maps can be photo-copied for OCHS files and origi-

nals returned to you. 

Welcome Summer Interns to the OCHS! 
Victoria Paige is assisting at the Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center. 

Ayla Graziano is focusing on projects at Ozaukee County Pioneer Village. 
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HARRY POTTER EVENT POSTPONED TO 
2018 EVENT SEASON 

Our Harry Potter event has been postponed 
to our 2018 Event Season.  If you would like 
to be on the Harry Potter Event Planning 
Committee or would consider volunteering 
for the event, please contact 2018 Event Co-
Chairs… Tom Oliver and Annie Oliver  262-
483-1445 or volunteerochs@gmail.com.

OZAUKEE COUNTY PIONEER VILLAGE 
GIFT and CANDY SHOP 

 
Thank you to the volunteers who spent time  
cleaning, inventorying and re-stocking the Gift 
Shop at Ozaukee County Pioneer Village this 
spring. 
 
Next time you are at the Village, stop in and check 
out the candy counter and purchase some old-
fashioned (and new-fashioned) candy treats.    
Dots, candy sticks, licorice, and many other choices 
are available to satisfy your sweet tooth.   
 

Follow and “like”  
 our facebook page  
for the latest event 

information. 

     VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES  
    YOUR ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED AND APPRECIATED! 

It's hard to believe that we're more than halfway through our 2017 Event Season! 
Thanks to all our volunteers, and it's not too late to sign up for our upcoming events: 
 
August 2-6       OCHS Booth at the Ozaukee County Fair (air conditioned), 2-hour shifts. 
August 13         Bluegrass at the Village: Admissions, food service, parking & docents. 
October 7         Autumn at the Village: Admissions, food service, docents, activities  

             helpers (all ages). 
 

Please call (262-483-1445) or email me at (volunteerochs@gmail.com). 

Follow and “like”  
us on our  

facebook page  
for the latest  

on event 
information. 

tel:%28262-483-1445
mailto:volunteerochs@gmail.com


 

   

   Shipping Address Here 

5555 Street Address  
City, US 55555 

WWW.CO.OZAUKEE.US/OCHS. 

   

 

 

2017 OCHS Membership Application 
Membership is from January 1st through December 31st 

 
          Sign me up! I’m ready to be a part of history! 

Enclosed please find my:       Renewal                New Membership 
 

 Individual $20         Husband/Wife/Family $40 (incl. children) 

 Individual Lifetime $225      Husband/Wife Lifetime $350 

 Business/Professional $75 
 

Name: _______________________Spouse:_____________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ 
City: ________________________________State:____ Zip:___________ 

Phone: __________________________Number of Children (under 18)__ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ 
(We will never share your email address) 

Yes, please contact me when you need volunteer help! 

Ozaukee County Historical Society 

N57 W6406 Center Street 

P.O. Box 206 

Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Ozaukee County Historical Society 

N57 W6406 Center Street 

PO Box 206 

Cedarburg, WI 53012-0206 

www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us 

Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

262-377-4510 

E-Mail:  ozaukeearchivist@gmail.com 

I want to make a contribution to history. Enclosed please find my additional tax-deductible contribution specified 

for:  
General Operations     Interurban Depot Preservation Fund 

Oz Cty Pioneer Village                                                                                  Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

Stony Hill School                                                                       Scholarship Fund  

Oz Cty Pioneer Village Hall Remodel   Memorial in memory of: ___________________________________       


