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            LUNT FONTANNE AT 

       TEN CHIMNEYS 
  
Join us as well-known area writer Michael Drew 

takes us on an enchanting visit to "Ten Chimneys"--

the Genesee Depot mansion where theatrical legends 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne lived, rested and en-

tertained friends after long runs on Broadway. 

Widely known as the first couple of the American 

stage, Lunt and Fontanne had a tremendous follow-

ing, but rarely gave interviews from their Waukesha 

County retreat. So when Milwaukee Journal  

reporter, Mike Drew, was granted an interview at 

their home one snowy day in 1967, he eagerly made 

his way through a February blizzard to get there. The results of 

that experience, and further research by Drew, make for a fasci-

nating presentation you won't want to miss. 

  

Through the years, Drew has won numerous prestigious writing awards and was recently  

inducted into the Milwaukee Press Club Media Hall of Fame. He has written a nationally syndicated 

column, taught and lectured widely and led two national associations of newspaper critics and colum-

nists. As a Milwaukee Journal theater critic, he visited London and Broadway where he reviewed, re-

ported and interviewed, and while reviewing films, traveled widely for interviews with actors, producers 

and directors. His 31 years as Journal broadcasting critic and columnist included six weeks each year in 

Los Angeles and New York reporting on that industry. Drew recently concluded a media column for the 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel which ran, in various forms, for 43 years.   

  

The program will take place at the Cedarburg Cultural Center in Cedarburg with the OCHS business 

meeting at 7:00 p.m. and the presentation at 7:30 p.m. This event is free and open to the public.   

 

 

Mike Drew wearing a Saville Row Chesterfield coat 

previously owned by Alfred Lunt poses with his wife 

    MEMBERSHIP 

                 REMEMBER MOST MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE AT THE END OF DECEMBER. 

Check the mailing label on this issue. If it says 2011, yours expires in December. 

Renew now and avoid the rush! 

Don, the Membership Guy 
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PLAT MAPS FOR SALE 

OZAUKEE COUNTY’S SEVEN TOWNSHIPS 
Belgium~Cedarburg~Fredonia~Grafton,~Mequon 

Saukville~Port Washington` 

 

Years Available:  1873; 1892; 1921; 1939; 1948 

 

$15/set of five per township or $3.50 per map 

Available at the OCHS Archives Center 

Or by Calling... 262-377-4510 

 

2012 Event Schedule 

 

Sunday, June 10th 

“National Flag Day Program & Celebration” 

Stony Hill School,   5595 Hwy. I, Fredonia 

―The birthplace of National Flag Day‖ 

Program 3:30 pm   Grounds open 11 am–5 pm 

 

OZAUKEE CTY PIONEER VILLAGE EVENTS 

4880 County Hwy I - Saukville, WI 53080 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sat and Sun, June 16th & 17th 

Free Admission Open Weekend   Noon–5pm 

Take a tour of 24 historic structures. 

Heritage Demonstrations and Ice Cream Social 

 

Sat & Sun, July 21st and 22nd 

“Antique Tractor and Machinery Show” 
Wisconsin Antique Power Reunion  8 am–5pm 

Tour the Village & enjoy the demonstrations. 

Food & beverages available. 

 

 Sunday, Aug. 12th 

Bluegrass at the Village  

11am–5pm   Music begins at noon.   

Tour the historic structures 

Food and beverages available. 

 

Sat & Sun, Sept 1st & 2nd 

“Revolutionary War Event” 

Re-enactment & Encampment 

10 am–5 pm    Battles at 11am and 4 pm 

Food and beverages available. 

 

OZAUKEE CTY PIONEER VILLAGE 

OPEN for TOURS on Sat. & Sun.  

May 26 thru Oct 14 

12 pm–5 pm    Last tour starts at 4 pm 

 

Enjoy Special Events or a Weekend Visit! 

OZAUKEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

262-377-4510    www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/OCHS 

FOLLOW OCHS 

ON FACEBOOK 

 

Facebook/ 

Ozaukee County  

Historical Society 
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Another Season of Events has come to close at the 

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village…   

 

We have had some very fun and successful events this 

past summer at Ozaukee County Pioneer Village, Stony 

Hill School and the Archives.  Hopefully, you were 

able to come out and enjoy them with us.  If you did 

not make it for a visit this summer, please check page 

two of this newsletter and plan ahead for 2012 by get-

ting the event dates written onto your calendar.  In ad-

dition to our events at the Stony Hill School, the Ozau-

kee County Pioneer Village and the Archives you can 

join us at the County Fair Booth or at the Archives 

Tours/Open House during the summer/fall Cedarburg 

Festivals.   You will also find us in booths at various 

local events throughout the season. 

 

Winter is around the corner!  Come spend a relaxing 

day or evening with us at the Interurban Depot Ar-

chives Center.  There is much to see, do, research!  

You can take a tour, browse the old local newspapers,  

or read from our wide collection of books, genealogies 

and periodicals.  Go through some old photographs and 

explore Ozaukee County’s rich heritage and history.  

We will continue with our expanded hours at the ar-

chives for your convenience. 

 

The Ozaukee County Historical Society relies on the 

their many volunteers who help to keep things running 

smoothly.  We do not have a paid administrative staff.  

We rely heavily on our Board and Volunteers.  In 2012, 

won’t you consider joining us?  Become an involved 

volunteer.  We need assistance in  many areas to pre-

serve and share our history. 

 

   Jean Steinke, President 

A huge ―thank you‖ and ―high-five‖ to all of our 

volunteers and supporters for all their work and 

time given in support of the Ozaukee County His-

torical Society in 2011. 

 

Thank you to… 

 

 The many volunteers who spend countless 

hours at the  Archives, at Ozaukee County 

Pioneer Village and the Stony Hill School to 

help run events, maintain buildings and keep 

the grounds looking beautiful. 

 Ozaukee County citizens and the Ozaukee 

County Board for their continued support of 

our rich history and heritage by funding us 

with grants for daily operations , maintenance 

and capital improvement projects. 

 The event chairs and their committees for all 

their hard work and effort in running our 

yearly events. 

 The local businesses who give us donations 

and ―good deals‖ on our purchases for the 

society. 

 The Ozaukee County local newspapers for 

their wonderful coverage of our events and 

society happenings. 

 The Board of Directors for countless hours at 

meetings and helping at events. 

 The many organizations we work in conjunc-

tion with… 4-H, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 

Master Gardeners, Cedarburg Cultural Center, 

Ozaukee Tourism Council, The Volunteer 

Center, Concordia University, and other area 

historical societies. 

 Thanks to the many Concordia Students who 

came out their first weekend at college to help 

clean the village.   

 Thanks to everyone who quietly does all the 

little important stuff that goes unnoticed.  

 Thank you to  the outside sponsors who sup-

port our special events.     

 Thanks to everyone who takes the time to get 

involved… your help is noticed and appreci-

ated !                                 

    ―High Five to You!‖                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

YOUR FINANIAL SUPPORT APPRECIATED! 

 

                       $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

A complete listing of 2011 Financial Donors will be 

printed in  the February 2012 issue of Timelines.  We 

thank you all for your continued financial support of 

the Ozaukee County Historical Society! 
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ARCHIVES REPORT..... 

 Where did the summer go?  There have been a lot of visitors. The local B & B's and the General 
Store visitors center send people over so we often give impromptu tours.  Requests about the Fox 
Farms or other unusual farming in the area and former businesses come in.  They want to know about 
the Indian Mounds in the Hilgen Spring Park area. Local school children came on their walking tour of 
Cedarburg.  One day the Washington House Inn sent over two ladies from California. It was pouring rain 
and they wanted to see where their ancestor lived and where the cemetery was that he was buried 
in.  So I hopped in the car with them and showed them.  They were elated, taking pictures under an um-
brella in the rain at each stop.  Summer visitors came from the West Coast, Illinois, Minnesota, Ohio and 
nearer by.  A book that will come out early next year will contain some of our photos.  It is entitled: My 
Name is Old Glory. 

 New families in the area always want everything we have about the house they just bought in-
cluding pictures of it.  That isn't easy, as people usually take their house photos along, or the descen-
dants don't want them and toss them out. Students come in and want to write about some idea that 
sounds sensational to them, such as the German Bundt Camp, or the Draft Riot. People are always in-
terested in cemetery inscriptions.  We have one couple of volunteers who have been working diligently 
on that project all year.  They are Glen and Kathy Wille.  Thanks for an ambitious undertaking! 

 While we were open during the Strawberry Festival and the Wine and Harvest Festival it was 
only to show the people our facility and what we are all about.  People are always surprised that we 
have this fine building that houses so much interesting material. 

 Recent acquisitions:  from Howard Rokus- a book of Flags of the World (1917), a yardstick 
with advertising logo, and 3 different slide rules one with leather case. from Wayne Luft - a Zoning Ordi-
nance from Town of Fredonia 1978 and Zoning District maps 1-9, also the Magic Wand portable scan-
ner and microchip.  from Fitchburg Historical Society  2 Cedarburg snapshots. from David Bock - A 
number of booklets of Homestead High School from various years in the 60's and 70's  from Mr. Tim 
Sudbrink  - Genealogy of the Lubahn/Filter Family of Saukville.  from Lori Steinbach - A check to cover 
the cost of the latest Jerry Apps Barns of Wisconsin book.  from Jim Coutts - Two hurricane lamps. 
from Philip Djrasak - The Civil War/genealogy.  from Marie Dobberpuhl  - Pioneer dress with matching 
purse and bonnet.  from Bruce & Carol Bamberg from Washington House Inn - 2 books: Voice of the 
Eghart Past and Tales of the Eghart House.  from Ruth J. Renz - antique baby crib from 1890's and 
king sized pillow for it & one 1930's sled.  from Sgt Major Glenn Komely -4 large decoupage plaques of 
artillery and infantry men.  from  Weyenberg Library - the genealogy of the William Merten Fam-
ily.  from Wayne & Terry Reinek - a large embroidery hoop, several 48 star hand flags and a whipple-
tree.  from Mary Kurtz - black beading lace from a shawl, paisley shawl and hand spun linen towels, 
long white blouse with tatting & numerous crocheted edgings.  from Mary Marquardt   VHS tape "Rapid 
Transit in Milwaukee from TMER&L. from The News Graphic via Mark Justeson - 2 cartons of year-
books from various high schools also a packet of photographs. from Laura Condon - two boxes of rail-
road maps and Milwaukee Road Traincar Schematics. from Old World Wisconsin - The Fredrick 
Groteluschen Blacksmith Shop & Smithing Operation in the Village of Waubeka.  from Sharon Koch -
 assorted cast iron cookware, crock pots, etc.  from Paul Hayes - Cedarburg High School Yearbook 
(1909). from Lori Hogan - video of the 2011 Tractor show.  from Joseph Rinker  a handmade replica of 
the Covered Bridge with show case and light built by him.  from Dr. Ken Oberheu via Sylvia 
Fischer  6th Annual Golden Bulldogs reunion booklet & Cedarburg Parks booklet.  from Allen 
Buchholz - 5 discs of Flag Day, Rev. War, Luxembourg Tour group, Maronde house re-building, various 
Pioneer Village activities and rebuilding of the Grafton Hotel.  from Don & Susie Deutschmann - a book 
from Milwaukee Gas Light Co "Conversion Marvel" and a hand cranked generator.  from Bill Helm - an 
old photo of the Andreas Zaun Home. from  The News Graphic via Dave Suchocki - Bound volumes of 
News Graphic Newspapers from 1942 - 1979.  How exciting!   Thank you everyone for each item for our 
collection.                

                                                                                         Ruth J. Renz, Archivist 



REMEMBER WHEN…  “Butchering Season on the Farm” 

    

 The period from the middle of November through the month of March was the time of year when our early settlers 

laid in a supply of meat that had to last them through the summer.  In our country, this very necessary practice dates back to 

the Pilgrim Settlements and extends to the late 1940's in our state.  Usually a group of neighbors or relatives would get to-

gether for a butchering bee.  When hogs were to be slaughtered the owner of the animals would get up before daybreak to 

heat water in the caldron or large iron kettle. If the owner, where the butchering was to take place, had become sufficiently 

prosperous to have added a summer kitchen to his building site, the water could have been heated in a caldron stove similar 

to the bake oven water heater that graces our summer kitchen at the Ozaukee County Pioneer Village.  Very often butchering 

equipment was taken from farm to farm and used cooperatively.  The slaughtering of a beef or dairy animal called for the use 

of a block and tackle to bring the carcass to a workable position for dressing out and skinning.  As a rule someone in the 

group had become proficient in the actual killing of the animals and he was called upon to perform the service everywhere in 

the neighborhood.  The method used was to enable the owner of the animal to save as much blood as possible for use in mak-

ing of blood sausage.  Someone would have to hold a basin, containing a little salt, at the incision and stir the blend like mad 

in order to prevent coagulating.  After the carcasses had been cut up and into various sized pieces, the meat would be pre-

served by salting, smoking and frying down.  When a brine solution was used, the test for saturation would consist of floating 

a fresh egg in the solution.  If it floated the solution was strong enough.  Often saltpeter (Sodium Nitrite) or a little vinegar 

was added to the brine for pickling the meat.   

 Another method of salting was to rub down the meat with salt several times a week and pack it in a container.  This 

method required attention about every other day.  Meat to be smoked was removed from the brine or salt pack and allowed to 

dry, then smoked in smoke houses similar to the ones at the Village.  The best wood for smoking was sweet hickory, apple, 

beech and sugar maple.  Dry corn cobs were often substituted for wood and supplied a good flavor.  Building and keeping a 

good smoking fire was rather tricky because if the fire became too hot the meat would be roasted.  Meats handled in this way 

could be stored for six months or more depending on how well it was cured and smoked.  Another method of preserving the 

meat for future use was by frying it.  The fried or roasted meat was then packed into stoneware jars or tubs and covered with 

rendered lard or beef tallow.  When pieces were removed for use, the jars were resealed with melted lard or tallow. 

 When the Mason Jar was invented the housewives soon found that fried or roasted meat could be placed in the jars. 

(see note).  They were then sealed and processed for storage by placing them in a hot water or steam bath.  This method 

proved to be a more tasty method of preserving than the brine method and could be described as the forerunner of the popular 

TV dinner because the meat could be prepared for dinner very quickly.  Shortly after World War II, the home freezer was 

developed and marketed… out went the brine barrel and the mason jars and the chest or upright freezer became a fixture in 

almost every home. 

 The early settler made use of all of the animal.  As was mentioned earlier, the blood was saved for the manufacture 

of blood sausage.  In most cases the basic recipe consisted of blood, meat trimmed from the head, the tongue, cubes of fat 

and middlings (the wheat bran and coarser meal that was screened out of milled wheat in order to provide the fine flour for 

baking bread), together with salt, pepper and other spices.   These recipes varied from locality to locality depending on the 

ethnic origin of the manufacturer.  The mixture was then stuffed into casing made from animal intestines or cotton cloth and 

simmered in the large iron kettles.  Another method was to place the processed blood sausage into stone jars and covering it 

with lard or tallow. 

 Liver sausage was made in much the same way.  For liver sausage, the liver was ground up either raw or pre-

boiled.  Middlings were again used as a filler, some fat was added together with onion and seasonings and the mixture was 

stuffed into casings or poured into stone jars and and sealed.  The stuffed sausage was usually simmered in a large kettle to 

achieve the proper consistency.  It could then be kept as fresh liver sausage or smoked as in Braunschweiger sausage. 

Often the housewife would make head cheese.  This consisted of various edible parts of the pigs head, feet, tongue and heart. 

This meat was cut up into chunks and packed into the cleaned pigs stomach along with various seasonings and simmered in a 

large iron kettle.  The resulting loaf-like sausage had a jellied consistency and was considered a delicacy by many peo-

ple.  Often it was mildly smoked to enhance the flavor. Summer sausage usually consisted of one part ground pork and two 

parts ground beef.  The front shoulders of beef and pork were generally used for this purpose.  The meat was seasoned to 

taste with salt and pepper.  Often thyme, marjoram, mustard seeds or onion or garlic were added depending again on the eth-

nic background or taste of the maker.  The mixture was stuffed into animal or cloth casings and smoked.  The cloth casings 

were usually dipped into wax or parafin to seal the weave in the material.  Another dish prepared around the butchering sea-

son was scrapple.  Scrapple consisted of ground pork, corn meal or oatmeal and the cracklings of rendered lard, together with 

seasonings. The mixture was boiled and poured into a shallow pan and covered with hot lard.  It was sliced and fried as a 

breakfast dish. These high caloric, fattening, foods were useful when our forefathers arose before dawn and worked until 

dark clearing land or doing other heavy, manual work.  Today, one would have to use these foods cautiously or suffer the 

consequences of overweight, high cholesterol or high blood pressure and other ailments.  Now all of this sounds real tempt-

ing but on today's market one would have a hard time finding fresh blood, headmeat, and the cracklings available when home 

butchering was still quite an annual event. 

Note:  (Mason jars were invented in 1858 by John Landis Mason.  They used wax sealers until the early 1900's). 

 This article was adapted from our OCHS Newsletter 25 years ago.   

         Ruth J. Renz, Archivist 



             - Relax with a Good Book - 
 
If you attend the OCHS Quarterly meeting November 7, I am certain you will be impressed with the beauty and 

history of Ten Chimneys.  Would you like to find a couple of books that will expand your knowledge of Wisconsin 

history and architecture?   If so, perhaps you would like to relax with one or both of the following books.  You will 

notice a contrast here in that one is a recent publication by the Wisconsin Historical Society Press and the other a 

significant reference published 35 years ago. 

 

Wisconsin’s Own – Twenty Remarkable Homes 

M. Caron Connoly and Louis Wasserman have researched and written the text for this incredible book.  It could be 

considered a ―coffee table‖ book but once you pick it up you will find yourself reading every interesting detail.  

The beautiful color photographs are from award-winning Wisconsin photographer Zane Williams. 

 

The twenty homes are covered in splendid detail and feature noteworthy references to Ozaukee County.  The Wal-

ter and Mabel Fromm estate in Hamburg is remarkable and holds important connections to the Fromm families and 

the fur farm industry of Ozaukee County.  The Brook Stevens home in Fox Point also has a connection to Ozaukee 

County with the auto museum that he had in Mequon.  And, of course, Ten Chimneys is a major feature.   

 

The Heritage Guidebook  - Landmarks and Historical Sites in Southeastern Wisconsin 

H. Russell Zimmermann wrote the text and took the photographs for this 1976 publication.   

Mr. Zimmermann presents a brief description of each site as well as a black and white photograph.  He features the 

following Ozaukee County towns and areas: 

 Cedarburg - Deckers Corners – Freistadt – Grafton – Hamilton - Lakefield  

 Mequon – Ulao - Port Washington – Saukville – Thiensville - Waubeka 

If you are researching area history and architecture you may want to stop in at the Hazel Wirth Archives Research 

Center and take a look at this and other books we have on our shelves.   

 

      Nina Jo Look, Archives Center Volunteer 

OZ CTY PIONEER VILLAGE 

“A Guided Tour of Historic Assemblage‖ 

By:  Donald S. Henning & Ruth J. Renz 

 

The book is now available for purchase (price $5) at the Hazel Wirth Archives or by calling 262-377-4510.   

Pick up your copy soon! 

 

The artwork in this book is exceptional! Original line drawings of the various houses and structures located at 

Ozaukee County Pioneer Village were done by Mr. Henning.   

Amendment to the Ozaukee County Historical Society By-Laws 

 

At the October 18, 2011, Board of Directors Meeting the following Amendment was approved as a change to the By

-Laws of the Ozaukee County Historical Society. 

 

Amendment:  Article V—BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Addition: 

G. A former member of the Board of Directors may be given the status of ―Director Emeritus‖ as per Board Policy 

and procedure.    

Please Note:  A copy of the complete Board Policy and Board Procedure is on file at the Hazel Wirth Archive  

Center.  You are welcome to stop in and review them during operating hours. 
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                                         OCHS Shopping List 
Would you  please help us with our Society shopping list for the following items? We welcome your donated 

items or contributions toward our purchase of the items. 

 

  Archival storage containers for the Research Center……………………………………………….$30 

  Sponsorship of the November Quarterly Meeting Refreshments…………………………………..$40 

  Wisconsin’s Own  - Twenty Remarkable Homes ………………………………………………….$45 

  Paper Cutter/Rotary Trimmer X-Acto………………………………………………………………$56 

  Sponsorship of the February Newsletter…………………………………………………………….$75 

  One-year Subscription to Ancestry.com for the Research Center…………………………………$250 

  Plain white ironstone place setting for two or more……………………………………….current value 

 

Please note that donations to OCHS are tax deductable. 

Our youngest  

volunteers this year!   
 

You may have encountered 

these two young smiling vol-

unteer sisters if you attended 

the Antique Tractor Power 

Reunion in July!   

 

Natalie and Mickenzie Treder 

came out to the Village with 

their Mom, Christine.  These 

young ladies did an awesome 

job of handing out beverages! 

 

You are never too young to 

help!!!  Thank you ladies! 

BECOME A PART OF HISTORY— As you consider your year end giving for 2011... 

Your tax deductible donation or pledge of support is needed for the Ozaukee County Historical Society to continue 

preserving and sharing the past for today and future generations!  Your contribution or pledge of support in any 

amount will help make a difference!  100% of all funds entrusted to the OCHS will go directly to support the aspect 

of the Society in which you designate and are tax deductible as a charitable contribution.  To become a part of it… 

select your level of participation today and simply fill out the form and return it to your Society!  You’ll find contri-

bution levels along with benefits for your response listed below.  Thank you for your consideration! 

 

     Name(s) ____________________________________________________  Phone _____-_____-____________  

     Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

     City: ______________________________________________________   State:__________ Zip ___________   

     E-Mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     Enclosed please find my tax deductible donation in the amount of $ ___________________  

 

      I would like to designate my tax deductible gift towards the following aspect of the OCHS: 

  ___ Interurban Depot Maintenance Trust Fund 

  ___ Ozaukee County Pioneer Village Restorations 

  ___ Stony Hill School 

  ___ Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center 

  ___ Scholarship Fund 

  ___ General Society Operations 

  ___ Special Events 

 

Tax Deductible Contributions may be sent to 

Ozaukee County Historical Society—P.O. Box 206—Cedarburg, Wisconsin  53012 

(All Contributions will be Acknowledged by Receipt of Tax Purposes) 
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